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and Daniel Converse, 1825, who remained recorder until 
the law made the circuit clerk recorder ex-officio, 1848. 


Surveyors. 

Enoch Moore, 1816; J. Milton Moore, 1820; W. C. 
Starkey, 1855; H. Ropiquet, 1859; David M Livers, 1861; 
Leander James, 1863; August Weinel, 1865; August 
Brandes, 1867; J. R. Doyle, 1869; and Rufus Gardner 
since 1875. 

Judicial Officers, Probate Court—Judges. 

Caldwell Cairns, from 1816 to 1825; James B. Moore, 
1825 to 1832; Enoch B. Moore, from 1832 to 1837 ; Thomas 
Winstanley, 1837, as probate justice of the peace; John 
Morrison, 1849 to 1872. County Judge: H. C. Talbott, 
18/3 to 1877; and William Erd since 1877. 

Cireuit Court —Judges. 

Hon. Jesse B. Thomas in 1817; Hon Daniel P. Cook and 
Hon. John Warnock in 1818; Hon. Joseph Philips in 1819; 
Hon. John Reynolds in 1819 and 20; Hon. Joseph Philips 
in 1821; Hon. Thomas Reynolds in 1822; Hon. John Rey- 
nolds in 1823; Hon. Thomas Reynolds in 1824 ; Hon. Sa- 
muel McRoberts in 1825 and 1826; Hon. T. W. Smith 
1827 to 1828; Hons. R. M. Young and W. C. Brown in 1829 ; 
Hon. T. W. Smith, 1830 to 1835; Hon. Thos. Ford in 1835; 
Hon. Sidney Breese from 1836 to 1843 ; Hon. Jas. Semple in 
4843; Hon. James Shields from 1843 to 1845; Hon. Gustav 
Koerner from 1845 to 1849; Hon. W. H. Underwood from 
1849 to 1855; Hon. Sidney Breese from 1855 to 1858; Hon. 
H. K. S. Omelveny from 1858 to 1862; Hon. Silas L. 
Bryan from 1862 to 1874; Hons. Amos Watts, George W. 
Wall and W. H. Snyder since 1874. 


Prosecuting Attorneys. 


The records fail to give a succinct account of these officers 
in the period from 1817 to 1840; Charles Matheny, Charles 
B. Matheny and Sidney Breese are mentioned. W. H. 
Underwood from 1840 to 1844; W. H. Bissell from 1844 to 
1848; P. B. Foulke from 1848 to 1852; George Abbott in 
1852 (pro tem.); W. C. Kinney to 1856; W. H. Snyder 
from 1856 to 1858 ; Amos Watts from 1858 to 1864; George 
Vernor in 1864 (pro tem.); J. P- Johnston from 1864 to 
1868; John Michan, 1868 to 1872; George R. Reiss, 1872 
to 1876; J. W. Rickert since 1876. 

Clerks of the Cireuit Court. 

William Alexander, 1816; Enoch Moore, 1818; Samuel 
McRoberts, 1819; John D. Whiteside, 1825; David Newlin, 
1828 ; Enoch Moore, 1836; W. W. Omelveny, 1840; W. 
R. Morrison, 1853; William Erd, 1855; John Segler, 
1876, died in office, 1879, was succeeded by John Wiesen- 
born, the present incumbent. 

Sheriffs. 

James B. Moore, 1816; John James, 1820; Jonathan 
Lynch, 1825; James Moore, 1830; James B. Needles, 
1834; Edward T. Morgan, 1840; John Morrison, 1842; 
John H. Wilson, 1846; Charles Henckler, 1850; J. M. Wil- 
son, 1852; Charles Frick, 1854; H. F. Henckler, 1860; 
Lewis oF Wilson, 1864; Joseph W. Drury, 1866; Charles 
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Frick , 1868; Joseph W. Drury, 1870; Charles Frick, 
1874; and J. H. Wilson since 1878. 
Coroners. 

John Moore, 1816; Wil. Howard, 1818; Seth Converse, 
1820 ; Andey Kinney, 1822; William Riggs, 1826; Thomas 
Nelson, 1828 ; Fielder Burch, 1830; Seth Whiteside, 1836; 
Fisher Ditch, 1838; Jacob Troxel, 1844; Isaac Barker, 
1846; H P. Rhoden, 1872; Otto Kuehn, 1874; S. B Hil- 
ton, 1876; Otto Kuehn, 1878; S. B. Hilton since 1880. 


PERRY COUNTY. 


The civil history of this county properly begins with the 
passage, by the Fifth General Assembly of the state, held at 
Vandalia, commencing on the fourthday of December, 1826, 
and closing on the nineteenth day of February, 1827, of the 
“Act creating Perry county :— 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the people of the state of Illinois, 
represented in the General Assembly, that all that tract of 
country within the following boundaries, to wit: Beginning 
at the northeast corner of township numbered four, south of 
range numbered one west, thence due west, on the line be- 
tween townships three and four, twenty-four miles to the 
northwest, corner of township four south of range four west ; 
thence due south, on the line between ranges four and five, 
eighteen miles to the southwest, corner of township six south 
of range four west, thence due east on the line between town. 
ships six and seven twenty-four miles to the southeast corner 
of township six south of range one west, thence due north on 
the third principal meridian line eighteen miles to the 
place of beginning shall constitute a new county to be called 
the county of Perry. 

Sec. 2. That for the purpose of locating the permanent 
seat of justice for said county, the following named persons 
shall be, and they are hereby appointed commissioners, to 
wit : Edward Humphreys and Samuel Crawford of Randolph 
county, and Singleton Kimmel of Jackson county, whose 
duty it shall be to meet at the house of Amos Anderson, in 
said county, on or before the first Monday of April next, 
and after being duly sworn before some judge or justice of 
the peace of this state, faithfully and impartially to dis- 
charge the duties imposed upon them by this act, shall pro- 
ceed to determine upon a place upon which to locate the 
permanent seat of justice, for said county: Provided, the 
proprietor or proprietors of the land so selected, will give to 
the county, for the purpose of enabling it to erect the neces- 
sary public buildings, a quantity of land not less than twenty 
acres ; which said land shall be conveyed to the county com- 
missioners of said county and their successors in office, for 
the use of the people of said county, by a good and sufficient 
deed in fee simple, in the customary form, and with the usual 
covenants of warranty; and shall afterwards be laid out 
into lots, and sold under the direction of the county com- 
missioners of said county, at such times and upon such terms 
as the said commissioners may appoint for the purpose of 
enabling said county to erect the necessary public buildings 
as aforesaid. Should the proprietor or proprietors, refuse to 
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make a donation as aforesaid, then, and in that case, it shal] 
be the duty of the commissioners to fix upon some other 
place for the seat of justice, which place, when so fixed and 
determined upon, shall be considered the permanent seat of 
justice for said county; and the county seat when so estab- 
lished, shall be called Pinckneyville. And the said com- 
missioners shall certify their proceedings, under their proper 
hands and seals, to the first county commissioner’s court, to 
be held in and for said county; which court shall cause an 
entry thereof to be spread at large on their books of record. 


Sec. 3. Until public buildings shall be erected, for the 
purpose and designated by the county commissioner's court, 
as such, the several courts of record, with the exception of 
the probate court, shall be held at the house of Amos An- 
derson in said county. 


Sec. 4. An election shall be held at the house of the 
above named Amos Anderson, on the first Monday of May 
next, for three county commissioners, one sheriff, and one 
coroner, for said county, who shall hold their offices until 
the next general election, and until their successors be quali- 
fied : which said election, shall in all respects be conducted_ 
agreeably to the provisions of the act or acts now in force, 
or which may hereafter be enacted regulating elections: 
Provided, that the qualified voters of said county, when met 
shall proceed to elect, from among their number which may 
then be present, three qualified electors, to act as judges of 
said election, who shall appoint two qualified voters to act as 
clerks. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the clerk of the’ circuit 
court, who may be appointed for said county, to give public 
notice of the time and place of holding said election, by caus- 
ing advertisements to be set up at three of the most public 
places in said county, at least fifteen days previous to the 
day on which it is hereby directed to be held: and in case 
there shall be no clerk appointed in time, it shall be the duty 
of the recorder to give notice as aforesaid, of the time and 
place of said election. 

Sec. 6. The citizens of the said county of Perry shall be 
and they are hereby declared to be entitled to the same rights 
and privileges, as are or may be allowed in general to the 
other counties in this state. 


Sec. 7. That until] the next general apportoinment of the 
representation of the several counties of this state, all that 
part of the said county of Perry, which is hereby taken from 
the county of Randolph, shall constitute a separate and 
distinct precinct, which shall continue to vote with the county 
of Randolph in all general and special elections for senators 
and representatives to the general assembly of this state; 
and all that part which is taken from the county of Jackson, 
shall for the like period, in like manner continue to vote 
with the county of Jackson for representatives, and with the 
counties of Franklin and Jackson for senators to the general 
assembly, in all special and general elections, until other- 
wise directed by law: Provided, that the said county of 
Perry shall in all other elections, and for all other officers, 
pe entitled to vote as a free and independent county, without 
any other or further restriction, than is imposed upon other 





counties in this state: The said county of Perry shall be at- 
tached to and form a part of the second judicial circuit. 

See. 8. The said commissioners shall receive as a compen" 
sation for their services, the sum of one dollar and fifty 
cents per day, for each day by them necessarily spent in 
discharging the dutirs imposed upon them by this act, to be 
allowed by the county commissioners’ court, and paid out 
of the county treasury. 

This act to take effect from and after its passage. 


Nusian Epwarps, 
Approved, January 2°th, 1827. Governor. 


This act, as it appears from the original manuscript in the 
records now at Springfield, was signed by J. McLean, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, William Kinney, 
Speaker of the Senate, and approved by the Council of Re- 
vision on the 29th day of January, 1827, and signed by 
Ninian Edwards, Governor of the State, at which time it 
took effect and went into force. 

1. Creating Perry County—The county was named in 
honor of Commodore Oliver H. Perry, who won great honors 
for defeating the English squadron on Lake Erie, on the 
tenth day of December, 1813. The severe naval battle, in 
which he destroyed the British fleet was fought near Put-in- 
Bay ; and his dispatch to General Harrison was, “ We have 
met the enemy and they are ours.” 

The house of Amos Anderson, at which the elections were 
to be held, was situated on the west half of the southwest 
quarter of section twenty-two, in township five, south range, 
two west of the third principal meridian, and was a log cabin 
common in those days. 

First County officers—On the nineteenth day of the same 
month and year, Theophilus W. Smith, associate justice of this 
judicial district, being the second judicial district in the State, 
commissioned Humphrey B. Jones, circuit clerk of our 
county, whose duty it was, under the 6th section of the act, 
creating the county, to give at least fifteen days notice, by 
causing advertisements to be set up at three of the most pub- 
lic places in the county, of the election of three county com- 
missioners, a sheriff and coroner as provided by the act, to 
be held on the first Monday in May, 1827. The records of 
the county, however, contain no account of this election, 
there being no records of any county election previous to 
August 4th, 1828. 

We are informed however, by Enoch Eaton, who was then 
a legal voter, and now living, that an election was had in 
the spring of 1827, pursuant to an order of H. B. Jones, cir- 
cuit clerk, and that John R. Hutchings and William Adair 
were two of the commissioners elected; the third one he does 
not now remember; and that William C. Murphy and Joseph 
Wells were candidates for sheriff, and that they each had an 
equal number of votes, and upon casting lots, Joseph Wells 
was the lucky aspirant for the office. Amos Anderson was 
elected coroner. 

As usual in elections however with our people, and we 
came by it honestly, there was considerable excitement and 
feeling over the election, and Dr. Brayshaw, ove of the dis- 
satisfied ones, being no doubt on the losing side, raised a 
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point as to the legality of the election on the ground that 
the circuit clerk instead of calling for the election to be held 
at the house of Amos Anderson, as provided for in section 
four of the act, had by his public advertisements, announced 
the same at the house of George Franklin, who lived east of 
south from the now present site of Pinckneyville about a 
mile, and at which last named place the election was held. 
So persistent was Dr. Brayshaw in pronouncing the election 
illegal, that in order to carry his point he went on horseback 
to Vandalia, then the capital of the State, for the purpose 
of procuring a copy of theact. What was the result of this 
error of the clerk in thus calling the election contrary to the 
provision of the act, we are unable to ascertain. That 
William Adair, whom we are informed by Mr. Enoch Eaton 
was elected one of the commissioners under the first call for 
an election, was not sworn in as the records show, leads us 
to conclude that a second election was held the first year. 


RECORD OF THE MEETING OF THE FIRST BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS. 


From the first record, it appears that John R. Hutchings’ 
David H. Mead and Elijah Wells met at the house of Amos 
Anderson, who lived about two and one-half miles east of 
the present site of Pinckneyville; and on what is now the 
Du Quoin and Pinckneyville road, and were there sworn into 
office as county commissioners, on the fourth day of June, 
1827, by Humphrey B. Jones, a justice of the peace, and 
immediately held the first session of the county commissioners’ 
court. The first official act was the appointment of Hum- 
phrey B. Jones as county clerk. He gave bond in the sum 
of one thousand dollars, with Lewis Wells and Daniel Dry 
as his sureties, took the oath of office and entered upon his 
duties. For the office of treasurer there were two candidates, 
Daniel Dry and Richard G. Hutchings. Daniel Dry re- 
ceiving a majority of the votes of the commissioners, was 
declared elected, and gave bond in the sum of one thousand 
dollars, with Humphrey B. Jones and Lewis Wells as his 
sureties, took the official oath, and was given the money box 
of the county. At this same meeting, the commissioners 
appointed James H. Franklin constable for the district west 
of Beaucoup creek in said county, and Franklin gave bond 
in the sum of five hundred dollars, with William C. Murphy 
as his surety at the same time. The following orders were 
made thesame day: 

Election districts. —“ Ordered, that in pursuance of the act 
entitled “ An act to provide for the election of justices of 
the peace and constables; the county of Perry be divided 
into districts as follows, to wit: All that tract of country 
lying east of Beaucoup creek in said county shall constitute 
and compose one district to be denominated the Eastern 
District ; and all that country in said county west of said 
Beaucoup creek-shall form another district to be called the 
Western District.” 

“ Ordered, That Robert McElvain, Charles C. Glover and 
Abner Pyle be, and they are hereby appointed judges of the 
election for justices of the peace and constables in the East- 
ern District of this county; and that Thomas Swanwick, 
sr., William H. Threlkel and James Crane be and they are 





hereby appointed judges of the election of justices of the 
peace and constables for the Western District of this 
county ” 

Assessment of Property.—Ordered, That a tax of one third 
per cent. be levied on all town lots, which are not taxed by 
the trustees, which may be appointed to the town of Pinck- 
neyville; on all slaves and indentured negroes or mulatto 
servants; on pleasure carriages; on all distilleries ; on stock 
in trade; on all horses, mares, mules, asses and neat cattle 
above three years of age; and on watches with their appen- 
dages; and on bank stock.” 

“ Ordered, That the court adjourn unti! to-morrow morn- 
ing, nine o’elock.” Tne commissioners met in session the 
following day and appointed the following named citizens 
as the 

First Grand Jurors.—< Ordered by the court that John 
Campbell, Jr.. Avery Chapman, Lewis Wells, Jr., William 
Troop, Sr., John Pyle, Sr., Robert Mc¥lvain, John G. 
Simpkins, William Pyle, Sr., Joh» Berry, Amos Ander- 
son, Robert Huggins, William Elliott, Jonathan Pettit, 
John Hutchings, Robert B. Murphy, William H Threlkel, 
Richard G. Murphy, James Brown, sr., Richard Green, 
William Adair, Charles Garner, John Flack, Robert Crowe, 
James Crane, be and they are hereby appointed standing 
Grand Jurors to serve at the next August term of the Perry 
Cireuit Court, and the clerk of this court issue a venire 
therefor. 

‘irst Petit Jurors.—Ordered by the court, that Jonathan 
Foster, James Simpkins, Joseph Taylor, James West, Joseph 
Brayshaw, Joseph Wells, John Pyle, Jr., Lewis Wells, Sr, 
William Pyle, Jr., Abner Pyle, Enoch Eaton, James Hug- 
gins, Thomas Swanwick, Jr., Ephraim Bilderback, James 
Murphy, William Garner, Hugh Brown, Matthew Vaun, 
Benjamin F. Brown, Jacob Short, Robert F. Clark, John 
Brown, Jr., Shadrach Lively and James Brown, Jr., be and 
the same are hereby appointed standing Traverse jurors, to 
serve at the next August term of the Perry circuit court, 
and that the clerk of this court issue a venire therefor. 

John Pyle, Jr., was appointed constable in the Eastern 
District, and gave bond in the sum of five hundred do!lars, 
with William Pyle, Sr., as surety. 

First Order for Road.—Whereas, a petition signed by 
William Pyle, Sr., H. B. Jones, Lewis Wells and others, 
amounting to eighteen, has been presented to this court, 
praying for a road to be viewed and marked, to commence 
at the road leading from Shawneetown to St. Louis, at or 
near where said road enters the east edge of what is called 
Paradise prairie, thence running the nearest and best route 
to Beaucoup creek, and to cross said creek at the nearest 
good ford thereon to the centre of this county, thence the 
nearest and best route to what is called “ Willard’s road,” 
where the same leaves the west edge of the six mile prairie. 

Ordered, by the court, that the prayer of said petitioners 
be granted, and that William Pyle, Sr., David H. Mead 
and Amos Anderson, be and are hereby appointed to view 
and mark said road from the St. Louis road to Beaucoup 
creek, ard that John Hutchings, George Franklin and 
Robert B. Murphy, be and they are hereby appointed com- 
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missioners to view and mark said road from Beaucoup creek 
to “ Willard’s road,” where it passes out of the west end of 
the six mile prairie, according to the provisions of the fore- 
going order. 

First License to keep a Tavern—Amos Anderson applied 
for a license to keep a tavern or public house of entertain- 
ment, at his house in the county for one year. 

Ordered, that his request be granted on his giving bond 
according to law and paying for the use of the county, one 
dollar and fifty cents, the clerk’s fees for the same. 

Ordered, that the court adjourn one hour. 

Court met pursuant to adjournment, and passed the fol- 
lowing schedule of charges for Amos Anderson : 

Ordered, that the following be the rates and prices to be 
paid or demanded by tavern keepers, within this county, 
for liquors, lodging, diet, stableage, provender, pasturage, 
&c , to wit: 

For whisky, twelve and a half cents per half pint; for 
rum or brandy, wine, gin, peach or apple brandy, or cherry 
bounce, eighteen and three-quarter cents; for lodging, six 
and one quarter cents per night; for breakfast and supper, 
eighteen and three-quarter cents; for dinner, twenty-five 
cents; for feeding horse, beast, twelve and one-half cents; 
keeping same per night, thirty-seven and one-half cents; for 
pasturage for horse, beast, six and one-quarter cents per 
head for each day or night; pasturage for neat cattle, hogs 
or sheep, four cents per head for each day or night. 

First Polls—Ordered, that the election for justices of the 
peace and constables for the Eastern District of thig county, 
be held at the house of William Pyle, Sr., and that the 
election for the same in the Western District, be held at the 
house of Robert B, Murphy. 

Ordered, that the court adjourn until court in course. 


J. R. Horcuryes, 
Davin H. Mean, 
Exisan WELLS. 


First Session of the Perry Circuit Court.—The next sub- 
ject to attract the attention of the reader in order of date, 
is the first session of the circuit court for the new county. 
The original records show that the session was but of one 
day’s duration, and the principal acts were as follows: 

At a session of the circuit court, begun and held at the 
house of Amos Anderson, in the county of Perry, state of 
Illinois, on the twenty-eighth day of August, Anno Domini, 
1827. 

Present: The Hon. Theophilus W. Smith, a justice of the 
supreme court of said state, and presiding judge of said 
circuit court. Humeserey B. Jones, clerk. 

Wiiram C. Murpxy, sheriff. 


Humphrey B. Jones, the clerk of this court, produced in 
court his bond with Richard J. Hamilton, John A. Jones 
and Conrad Will, his securities, in the penal sum of two 
thousand dollars, payable to the governor of the state, for 
the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, which bond 
and security was approved by the court, and was ordered 
to be certified accordingly. 





William C. Murpby, as sheriff of the county, produced in 
court his bond, which was approved and certified accordingly. 
The bond was for the sum of ten thousand dollars, with 
William Adair, William H. Threlkel, Hugh Brown, George 
Franklin and Robert B. Murphy, as sureties. The bond 
sets forth that William C, Murphy was elected on the 7th 
of May, 1827. Murphy also took the “duel” oath, and 
filed his commission, signed by Ninian Edwards, Gov- 
ernor. 

The sheriff returned into court the grand jurors (men- 
tioned in a previous part of this chapter) with the exception 
of four who were absent; thereupon the court appointed 
Richard Green, foreman. The said grand jury being sworn 
to inquire for the body of the county of Perry, were charged 
by his honor the judge, and retired to consider present- 
ments. David J. Baker was appointed in the absence of the 
cireuit attorney, Henry Eddy, to prosecute as said attorney 
protem. The following business was then transacted : 


The People of the State of Illinois, Pliff. ) 
oe 


. 
William Pyle, Sr., Deft. i) 


Upon a recognizance taken and returned by a justice or 
the peace to this court, the witnesses in said cause were 
severally called, and having answered, were directed to go 
before the grand jury. The grand jury was empaneled, but 
were discharged without presenting any indictments, and 
there being no other business, the court adjourned upon the 
first day thereof. 

Siznilar orders were made in cases of the same character 
against John Pyle, Jr., David Pyle and Abner Pyle, Jr. 

Robert McElvain, John G. Simpkins, John Flack and 
William Elliott, who were severally summoned to attend 


; the term of this court as grand jurors, and having failed to 


attend, it is Ordered that a summons issue against said de- 
linquent grand jurors, returnable to the next term of this 
court, requiring the said McElvain, Simpkins, Flack and 
Elliott to show cause why they should not be fined for 
“contempt of this court in making default in their atten- 
dance as aforesaid.” 

In the cases of the People against William Pyle, Sr., 
David Pyle, Abner Pyle, Jr., and John Pyle, Jr., upon a 
recognizance to keep the peace, the following order was 
made : 

In the above causes the defendants being called and ap- 
pearing, and as it appeared to the court from the statement 
of the party complainant and upon whose application said 
defendants were recognized, that the causes of complaint no 
longer existed, it was thereupon, Ordered by the court that 
the defendants be discharged from their said recognizances. 

Ordered, That the court adjourn until court in course. 

W. T. Surru, Justice Sup. Court. 


Cireuit Court, August Term, 1828.—Nothing being done 
at the first session of the circuit court, a second session was 
convened at the same place, and with the same officers, in 
August, 1828. The docket for that term consisted of ac- 
tions for contempt against Robert McElvain, John G. 
Simpkins, William Elliott and John Flack, delinquent 
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grand jurors of the previous term, and two cases on appeal 
in debt—one of Jesse W. Cooper vs. Ambrose Ford, and the 
other S. Wills, administrator of M. Dillinger, deceased, vs. 
John Flack, both of which were continued. On the 17th of 
June judgment was rendered against Robert McElvain for 
costs; and on the 20th of the same month the same order 
was entered against William Elliott and John Flack, while 
that against John G. Simpkins was continued. On the 
same docket and at the same term, we find the names of 
Reynolds, Wills, McRoberts, Breese, Baker, Hamilton and 
Eddy entered as attorneys. 

As an example of the inexpensiveness of litigation in 
those early days, we append a copy of an early cost bill in 
an appeal cause of Matthew Jones and Francis Miller vs. 
Abner Pyle, Jr., which was affirmed by consent at the 
May term of the circuit court, 1837 : 


COST BILL IN CrRcUIT CouRT, 1837. 


Matthew Jones and Francis Miller) 








Appeal. 
Abner Pyle, Jr. 
Cost by Defendant, May Term, 
Clerks filing transeripts and pa 
cts. ; filing bond, 614 ets., 
Filing injunction, 614 cts. 








‘om J. P. and taking bond, etc., 50 









Docketing, 
50 cts. . 
Summons, 50 ¢ 


Docketing, 1214 cts.; sheriff’s return, 121g cts... 6... 6 oe eee ee 
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I hereby cer 
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that the foregoing is a true bill of the defendant's costs in 
s adjudged against said defendant by the cir- 










vy term, 1 
Given under my hand and private s 
Pinckneyville, this 26th day of June, 





al, no public seal being provided, at 
H. B. Joxzs, Clerk. 





SECOND MEETING OF COMMISSIONERS COURT. 

The second session of the county commissioners’ court 
lasted but one day, the third day of September, 1827 ; Elijah 
Wells, David H. Mead, and John R. Hutchings being 
present, and transacting the following business : 

Daniel Dry was granted a license to keep a tavern; and 
also allowed the sum of ten dollars for assessing the taxable 
property of the county, the time required being seven days. 

THE FIRST ROAD. 

The commissioners appointed at the June term reported 
that they believed the establishment of the road to be useful 
and necessary, and that they had proceeded to locate the 
same and have designated its course through prairies by fix- 
ing stakes in the ground, and through timbered land by 
marking the trees at a convenient distance from each other 
on said route. 


FIRST ROAD DISTRICTS AND ROAD OFFICERS. 

Ordered, That all that tract of country, beginning at the 
southwest corner of section sixteen, town six, south range 
two west, thence due east to the third principal meridian 
line, thence north on said line to the northeast corner of 
township five, south of range one west, thence due west on 
ihe line between townships four and five to where the same 
crosses Beaucoup creek, thence down said creek to the place 
of heginning, shall be, and constitute a road district, and be 





known as the Upper Eastern District; and Daniel Dry is 
hereby appointed supervisor of the same. 

The Lower Eastern District comprised all that portion of 
the county lying within the following boundaries: beginning 
at the southwest corner of section sixteen, thence due east to 
the principal meridian line, thence south with said line to 
the southeast corner of township six, thence due west on the 
line between townships six and seven to where the same 
crosses Beaucoup creek, thence up said creek to the point of 
starting. Abner Pyle, sr., was appointed supervisor of this 
district. 

The third district was known as the Lower Western 
District, and embraced all that territory bounded by a 
line commencing at the southwest corner of} section six, 
township six, thence due east to Beaucoup creek, thence 
down said creek to the line between townships six and seven, 
thence due west with said line to the southwest corner of 
township six, and thence due north to the place of beginning. 
Robert Gillihan was appointed supervisor. 

The remainder of the county constituted the last district, 
and was known as the Upper Western District, and William 
H. Threlkel was the supervisor. 

Charles C. Glover, John M. Campbell, jr., and James 
West were appointed overseers of the poor for the Eastern 
District of the county; and Thomas Swanwick, Charles 
Garner, and William Brown for the Western. 

Humphrey B. Jones was allowed five dollars and fifty 
cents in specie or its equivalent for books and stationerr ; 
and Amos Anderson two dollars and fifty cents for house 
rent to date. 

FIRST PROCEEDINGS IN RELATION TO THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF COUNTY SEAT. 

At the request of a number of the citizens of the county 
by petition, James Crain, Abner Pyle, sr., and Thomas 
Swanwick met at the house of George Franklin on the twen- 
ty-second of October, 1827; and after an examination of a 
certain section of country designated by said petitioners, 
reported to the county court on the twenty-ninth of October, 
1827, that they believe the east half of the northeast quarter 
of section twenty-four in township five south, range thre 
west of the third principal meridian, to be the “ mo-t eligible 
and best calculated for the permanent seat of justice of this 
county.” 

In pursuance of which an order was made adopting said 
tract of land as the ‘site for the future seat of justice for 
the county;” and appointing Joel Manning, of Jackson, 
county, and William T. Swanwick and Humphrey B. Jones 
commissioners, to lay out twenty acres of said tract into lots 
“‘with a public square, streets and alleys so that the whole 
shall be conveniently and properly situated and arranged in 
conformity with the most approved plan of towns or villages 
similarly situated.” 

As yet the land had not been entered from the govern- 
ment. At the December term, 1827, an agreement was 
made that the land should be entered in the name of the 
county commissioners, H. B. Jones, or some other person to 
furnish half the money, and to receive a deed to the south 
half of the tract. 
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William C. Murphy was appointed agent to make the 
entry, and on the third day of December, 1827, an order 
drawn in his favor for fifty dollars in specie or its equivalent 
in state paper at the rate of seventy-five cents to the dollar, 
and was afterwards paid the discount, five dollars and twenty 
cents, and the amount due from Humphrey B. Jones was 
advanced out of funds placed in his hands by parties in 
Kentucky for the purpose of speculating in lands. The 
money was placed in the hands of William C. Murphy, who 
proceeded to Kaskaskia, and on the twenty-eighth day of 
December, 1827, entered the tract in the name of the county 
commissioners David H. Mead, John R Hutchings, and 
Elijah Wells. The south half of said tract, excepting a 
small part included in the original survey of Pinckneyville, 
was afterwards conveyed to Humphrey B. Jones. 

The commissioners, who were instructed at the time of 
their appointment, to so lay off the twenty acres that there 
might be two tiers of lots on each side of the public square, 
made their report to the county commissioners on the fifth 
day of January, 1828; but it was not placed on record until 
the twenty-first day of that month. 


REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS TO PLAT THE TOWN. 


In pursuance of the order of said court, and by virtue of 
the power vested in us as commissioners aforesaid, we met 
at the house of H. B. Jones, in said county, on the third 
instant, and after a critical and thorough examination of 
the ground to which we were limited in laying off the said 
town, proceeded and made the following survey, to wit: 
Beginning at the half mile corner between sections thirteen 
and twenty-four of the town and range aforesaid, from 
which a hickory, twelve inches in diameter, bears south 
forty-seven degrees, east thirty links, thence south upon the 
east line of the northwest quarter of section twenty-four, 
towa five south, range three west, seven chains and eighty 
links to a post on said line, thence west one chain and fifty 
links toa post, from which last mentioned point we pro- 
ceeded, and surveyed and laid off a town, consisting of a 
public square, town lots, streets, ete., which is particularly 
exhibited, set furth and described on a plat, which we hereby 
make a part of this, our report. The whole of said survey 
was made with a variation of the needle of seven and a half 
degrees west. The twenty acres mentioned in the said order 
being laid off sixty-four rods north and south, by fifty rods 
east aod west, and disposed of so far as exhibited on the 
plat. There stillremains a strip of ground of fifteen feet wide 
“upon the west side and one of one hundred and twelve feet 
wide upon the north side, subject to future disposal. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, Perry county, 
January 5th, 1828. 

Signed. JorL Mannine. 

H. B. Joyes. 


The county commissioners court at its session of January 
2\st, 1828, approved the report of the commissioners to plat 
and survey the town site, and on the same day passed the 
following order : 

First Sale of Town Lots—Ordered, That H. B. Jones, 
Joho R. Hutchings and William C. Murphy be, and they 





are hereby appointed commissioners to sell the lots in said 
town, and that the same be exposed to sale to the highest 
bidder on the fourth Monday of February next, and that 
the time, place, nature, etc., of said sale be published in the 
Illinois Corrector for three weeks preceding said sale, and 
that the clerk be and he is hereby required to issue his order 
on the treasurer of this county for a sum of money sufficient 
to pay for the said publication. 

Ordered, That all the lots in said town be exposed to sale 
on the said fourth Monday of February, 1828, except lots 
numbered 32 and 29, and that no lot or lots shall be sold 
for a less sum than five dollars, which is hereby estab- 
lished as the minimum price of said lots; and that David 
H. Mead, or in case of his absence on the day of sale, Elijah 
Wells, is hereby appointed and constituted agent for the 
purpose of bidding off said lots for the benefit of this county 
in caseany of them should not be purchased by another 
person or other persons fur more than the said sum of five 
dollars. 

Ordered, That the lots in said town be sold on a credit 
as follows, to wit: One-half the purchase money to be paid 
in six montbs and the other half in nine months, the pur- 
chaser being required to give bond and approved security. 
The lots were sold at the appointed time, and $1228.28} 
realized from the sale of twenty-four lots. 

The bill for advertising sale of lots was $10.50 “ in specie or 
its equivalent in State paper.” R. K. Fleming was the 
publisher. 

First Collection of Taxes 1827—The statement of William 
C. Murphy, sheriff and collector, of amount of taxes collected 
by him, shows the names of the tax-payers, fifty-one in 
number and the amounts paid by each, ranging from $9.263 
down to 23 cents, the total amount being $74.11, an aver- 
age of $1.45} each. 

Larly Retrenchment—December, 1831. J. R. Hutchings 
presented a bill of $25 for assessing the county and for 
commission as treasurer, “but the court being of the opinion 
that the charge, ** *, was extravagant, and ought not to be 
allowed in full,” thesum of $22.82 was allowed 

Probably the smallest claim allowed against Perry 
county was that of 6} cents, for ink for general election, 
furnished by John R. Hutchings, allowed December, 1834, 
David Baldridge was appointed commisioner to dispose of 
the school lands, in 1831. 

First Justices of the Peace—Humphrey B. Jones, George 
Franklin and Lewis Wells, Sr., were the first justices of 
the peace in the county. They were commissioned on the 
sixteenth day of February, 1827, sworn into office May 8th, 
1827, and their term expired October 1, 1827. At thesecond 
election John K. Hutchings, Humphrey B. Jones, Richard 
G. Murphy, Daniel Dry andRobert McElyain were chosen 
and commissioned September 6th, 1827, for a term of two 
years. David H. Mead was commissioned June 30, 1828. 

First Assessment—The first assessment made of the county 
cannot be better shown than by appending the receipt of 
he clerk for the same. It is as follows: “Received of 
Daniel Dry, treasurer of Perry county, a list of the resident 
land of Perry county, Illinois, that is taxable for the year 
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1827, assessed by him, the tax on which amounts to sixty- 
seven dollars and twelve cents, and likewise a list of the 
personal property taxed by the county commissioners’ court 
of said county, the tax on which at one-third per centum 
amounts to cight dollars and twenty-two and one-third 
cents. July 23d, 1827. H. B. Jones, 
C.C. C. P. C. 

First Fiscal Statement--The first financial statement of 
the county was made on the third day of December, 1827, 
by Daniel Dry, treasurer, in settling with William C. 
Murphy, sheriff, and was as follows : 

Received from William ©. Murphy, sheriff: 
In Spccie 
Fi 
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Leaving a balance of $63.374, which was especially 
appropriated and ordered paid over to William C. Murphy, 
tor the purpose of entering the Jand for the county seat. 

EVRLY MARRIAGE LICENSES. 
Dato of Issue, Parts, Du jung Coromony. Date of Marriage, 
Nov. 17, 1827, Alexander Chirk to n Wells, Co, Com. Nov 


Rut Lea, 
Hiram tice 
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First Deed placed on Record after the County was organized. 

The following is the first deed put on record in Perry 
county; it was made by William Pyle, Sr., and wife to 
Daniel Dry; it contained thirty-five acres, the consideration 
being two hundred dollars : 

This Indenture, made this thirteenth day of August, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
seven, by and between William Pyle, Sr., and his wife 
Elizabeth, of Perry county and State of Illinois, of the one 
part, and Daniel Dry, of the county and State aforesaid, of 
the other part, Witnesseth: That the said William Pyle, Sr., 
and his wife Elizabeth, for and in consideration of the sum 
of two hundred dollars, to them in hand paid by the said 
Daniel Dry, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
hath granted, sold, remised, released and forever quit claim 
and by these presents doth grant, sell, remise, release and 
forever quit claim, unto the said Daniel Dry, his heirs and 
assigns, all their interest in and to a certain tract of land, 





lying and being situated in the county of Perry and State 
aforesaid, and bounded by the following medes and bounds, to 
wit: Beginning at the southwest corner of section twelve in 
range two west town six south of the third principal meri- 
dian, running thence north seventy rods, thence east eighty 
rods, thence south seventy rods, thence west to the beginuing, 
so as to contain thirty-five acres. To have and to hold the 
aforesaid tract of land, together with all and singular the 
rights and profits, tenements, hereditaments and appurte- 
nances thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining to 
the only proper use and benefit to him, the said Daniel Dry, 
his heirs and assigns forever And the said William Pyle, 
Sr., and his wife Elizabeth, doth covenant to and with tle 
said Daniel Dry, that they will forever warrant and defend 
the said tract of land from the claim of themselves, their 
heirs and assigns and against the claim or claims of any 
other person or persons whomsoever. 

In testimony, we have hereunto set our hands and affixed 
our seals the day and year above first written. 


Wurm Pyrxz, Sr., [uss] 





i her 
Signed, sealed and EvizaBeTu X PYLe. [L.8.] 
delivered in presence of mark 


H. B. Jones, 
Joun PYLr, JR. 
This deed was duly acknowledged August 20th, 1827, 
before H. B. Jones, J. P. 


First Will oa Reeord (1829). The foilowing is the last 
will and testament of Thomas Swanwick: 

I give to my dear wife, Hannah Swanwick, all my pro- 
perty of every kind, real and personal, wherever situated, to 
her and her heirs forever, being fully satisfied that in so 
doing I best consult the interests and happine.s of wy dear 
children. 

T appoint my said wife and (my eldest son, John, being in 
England) my two sons Thomas and William guardians of 
my younger children, and executrix and executors of this 
my will. Dated this fifth day of July, 1829. 

Tuomas Swanwick. [L. s.] 

Signed in the presence of 

Lewis Morrison, [t. s.] 
James McMvrpo. [1.8.] 

Thomas Swanwick died on the 26th day of July, 1829. 
The will was filed in the probate court, by Thomas and 
William Swanwick, on the 12th day of August, 1829, and 
proven the same day by James McMurdo, and by Lewis 
Morrison on the 10th day of September, the same year. The 
executrix and executors named in the will gave bond in the 
sum of $4,000, and certificate of probate and letters testa- 
mentary were granted on the 17th of October, 1829. 





FIRST PROBATE COURT. 


The first official act of this court was the apprenticing of 
a minor, and the order entered was as follows: 

At a term of the Probate Court of Perry County Illinois, 
begun and held at the house of Humphrey B. Jones, in and 
for said County on Monday the 11th day of February, 1828. 

Present: Humphrey B Jones, Judge. It being represent- 
ed to the court by Charles C. Glover, that Alexander Head, 
infant son of: , has no parent or guardian in this State : 
Whereupon the said Alexander Head came into court and 
voluntarily and with the approbation and consent of this 
court, bound himself to the said Charles C. Glover, until the 
said Alexander shall attain to the age of twenty-one years, 
which will be on or about the 6th day of March A. D. 1834. 


H. B. Jones, Judge. 
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The apprentice soon complained to the court on account 
of not being furnished with suitable raiment, and asked to 
be released. The court gave the complaint immediate and 
careful attention, and found the charge to be well founded, 
and compelled the master to furnish suitable clothing, but 
refused to release the apprentice. 

The first letters of guardianship were granted to David 
H. Mead on the thirteenth of April, 1830, as guardian of 
David, Mahala, and Elizabeth McGowan, and their sister 
Malinda Gotcher. 

On the first day of February 1831, the first letters of ad- 
ministration were granted to Martha Malone, widow, and 
Staples Malone, on the estate of Lewis Malone deceased. 
A bond for two hundred dollars, dated January 2\st, 1831, 
with William Neal and John Beard as sureties, was filed. 
On the second of the following March, Staples Malone filed 
an inventory of the estate, and James Ford, John Hansford 
and Solomon Thompson were appointed appraisers. The 
second letters of administration were granted to John R. 
Hutchings and the widow, Elizabeth Berry, on the estate of 
John F. Berry, deceased. At a special term of the Probate 
Court, on the twenty first of March, 1831. The administra- 
tors gave bond in the sum of nine hundred dollars, with 
Amos Anderson, David Baldridge, and James Huggins, se- 
curities. Abner Keith, Matthew Jones, and Reuben Kelly 
were appointed appraisers. Ata special term of the court, 
held at the house of the judge, September 24th, 1831, an in- 
ventory was filed showing the condition of the estate to be 
as follows : 


Amount of sale list on fi 
Debts due the intestate. 







Total assets.. 
Total amount: 


Leaving a balance in favor of the e 


Of this balance $447,573 was in notes which were filed 
witw the judge. 

At the second election of Justices and Constables, there 
seems to have been some trouble at the polls of the Eastern 
District, and the following 


PETITION FOR REDRESS 


was filed in the commissioners court on the second day of 
June, 1828. 


“To the Honorable County Commissioner’s Court ) ae 
of Perry county, Illinois. Acs 


Whereas the county commissioner’s court of Perry county 
hath established the house of William Pyle, sr., the perma- 
nent place of holding elections for justices of the peace and 
constables in the eastern district of the county and state 
aforesaid and the said William Pyle and his sons having 
disturbed the public peace at several elections held at the 
said house of William Pyle by threatening to fight and abuse 
some of the qualified voters who appeared ; in order to enjoy 
the Rights of liberty that is guaranteed to the free people of 
the United States and in order to promote the welfare of 
the people and protect the liberty of the voters at large 
therefore we your humble petitioners pray your honorable 
body to remove the present place of holding elections and 
order the elections to be held at some other place in the 
named district where people will not be imposed or molested 
when actually exercising their liberty and promoting the 





welfare of their country by making a free choice in electing 
their officers for which removal we your humble petitioners 
are ever bound to pray, etc. May 24th, 1828.” 


(Signed.) Dayret Dry. 


Robert McElvain, Jiles Wells, William Dye, Lewis 
Wells, sr., Elias Ford, B. F. Bender, John Leemasters, Lewis 
Wells, William Throop, sr., William Throop, jr., Caleb 
Throop, James West, Andrew Perkins, Micajah Phelps, 
Zachariah Clinton, John Campbell, Alexander Campbell, 
Joseph Terry Williams, Abraham Cokenower, David Rees, 
John Craneshaw and David Diel. 

The court refused the petition first, because the allega- 
tions set forth in the said petition are not sufficiently proven 
and secondly because the said petition was not signed by a 
majority of the qualified voters in the said eastern district. 

The first charge of official crookedness was a suit ordered 
to be brought against Dan. Dry, J. P., for failure to pay over 
a certain fine collected of Lewis Wells, sr. 

William Pyle, sr., was appointed to prosecute said suit; 
and nine dollars was recovered. Considering that the fore- 
going patriotic petition was headed by Daniel Dry, and that 
there had been a change in the commissioner's court, a new 
Board being now in power, the idea of a feud is suggested 
by this action. 

REVENUE COLLECTED—1829, 

The first report upon record concerning collection of 
county revenue is for the year 1829. The amount collected 
and paid over to the treasurer by William C. Murphy, high 
sheriff in and for this county is as follows : 





Incounty orders... . . Inspecie... 0.2... 
In re-i-stted state paper | | 
In old issues and interest . Total. . 175.7714 


after deducting the legal per centum. 
FIRST GENERAL ELECTION. 


On the second day of June, 1828, the county commis- 
sioners ordered that the voters of that portion of the county 
which had been formed from Jackson county should vote at 
the house of John Flack, and appointed William Brown, 
Charles Green and Lewis Wells, jr., as judges of the general 
election to be held on the fourth day of August, 1828; and 
that those voters in the territory formerly belonging to Ran- 
dolph county, should vote at the place selected and laid out 
for the county seat, and appointed as judges, Robert B. 
Murphy, George Franklin and Van S. Teague. For member 
of Congress, Joseph Duncan received eighty-one, and Geo. 
Forquer, twelve votes. For State Senator, in the Randolph 
district that portion which had been taken from Randolph 
county in the organization of Perry county, Samuel Craw- 
ford received thirty five votes, and Isaiah T. Betts six votes. 
For Representative to the General Assembly, John Lacey 
received thirty-one votes ; Hypolite Menard, thirty-six, and 
Thomas Mather, sixteen. For the county offices, William 
C Murpby received sixty-six ; and Giles Wells, twenty-one 
votes for sheriff. For coroner, Amos Anderson received 
fifty-three votes and Ambrose A. Ford, six votes. The 
county commissioner’s office seems to have been the favorite 
official position in those days, as there were no less than 
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seven candidates, and but three to elect. For this office, 
William H. Threlkel had seventy four votes; Wm. Johnson, 
sixty-five ; John Pyle, jr., sixty; Charles C. Glover, nine; 
Wm. T. Garner, twenty-eight ; Wm. Adair, five; and Wm. 
Pyle, two. 

THE FIRST BRIDGE 

Built by the county authorities seems to have been built 
in 1830 or 1831 across Big Beaucoup creek just east of Pinck- 
neyville. 

The bridge was to be sixteen feet wide, and some of the 
timbers were 12x15 inches ; and the flooring of plank or 
puncheons so laid on as to make it safe and convenient for 
carriages and passengers to pass and repass with convenience 
and safety. The bridge was to be built by contract, the 
contractor to give bonds and insure the bridge for five 
years. Joseph Wells built the bridge. 

In 1881 licenses to sell goods were granted by the com- 
missioners’ court, for a fee of five dollars, to Daniel Dry, 
David Baldridge and Limrick & Demming. 


COPY OF ROAD PETITION. 


The following was filed in the county clerk’s office, De- 
cember 4th, 1837 : 


“To the Honorable County Commissioners’ Court of Perry 
County, Greeting : 


Whereas there is a reputed public road through our neigh- 
borhood, the course of which is such that it crosses indivi- 
dual lands for three or four miles on a stretch, and wanders 
through the prairie nobody knows where, and finally dies 
before it gets to little Muddy ; the public utility of this road 
answers no other purpose but to mar the peace of the settle- 
ment ; it affords no relief to travellers in its present course 
and length. Therefore, we, the undersigned petitioners, sin- 
cerely solicit your honorable body to disannul the former 
review and graut us a new one, running with the old one 
from Beaucoup to Mr. Lane’s mill, thence through Elijah 
Wells’ land between the houseand shop, thence, to a half 
mile corner east, thence east to Robert McElvain’s north- 
east corner in the prairie, thence through the prairie on the 
best ground to intersect the post road to Frankfort. 

On a road by these points travellers can pass and repass 
in peace and have intercourse with public roads to the east 
and to the west. 

The cause of our petition is great, the remedy so natural and 
easy to be applied, and when it is completed the traveller will 
be benefited and the neighborhood will be blest; therefore, 
we, your humble petitioners, confidently trust that your hon- 
orable body will apply the proper remedy, and for this your 
petitioners will ever pray. 

Bennet Lane, Elijah Wells, Robert McElvain, Thomas 
Keeling, Abner Pyle, sr., Lihew Onstott, William Wooten, 
Joseph Taylor, Elijah Lane, John King, Richard Williams, 
Joseph H. McElvain, Avery Chapman, Samuel McElvain, 
John H. Creekpaum, D. H. Mead, Abner Pyle, jr., Hiram 
Root, George W. Gill, Paris A. Hickman, John D. Burklow, 
Lewis Wells, J. G. Clark, Roann Bowlin, George Lishman, 
John Pyle, Andrew Ros:, William Ozburn, Van M. Teague, 
ae Collins, Josiah Wells, Lewis Wells, jr., L. Berry 


Ford, Elias Ford, John House, S. M. Woodside, D. Bald- 
ridge, Thomas Armstrong, M. Baldridge.” 

At the same time that the order for the sale of the lots 
was made, the following order was passed regarding the 
building of a court house on the corner west of the Public 
Square now occupied by the old saddlery shop. 


THE FIRST COURT HOUSE. 

“Ordered, That at the same time when and the place 
where the lots in the said county seat are offered for sale, 
there shall be by the afvresaid commissions let to the lowest 
bidder the building of the court house on lot numbered 32 in 
said town, which house is to be built of the fullowing descrip- 
tion and dimensions, to wit: 

The said house to be built of hewn Jogs, which are to face 
from ten to twelve inches in the middle; and to be eighteen 
by twenty-two feet in length. The lower floor in said court 
house to be laid with good puncheons with good hewn joists, 
but no floor above; to be covered with clapboards; with a 
door furnished with a shutter and good knob or stock lock 
in the east end, and a window of twelve lights, ten inches by 
twelve, in the west end. Also a platform sufficiently elevated 
for a seat for the judge, with steps leading thereto, and like- 
wise a suitable but plain bar and table. The said judge’s 
seat and bar to be placed in the said west end of the said 
court house. A good and sufficient bench or seat shall be 
placed by the side of said bar extending the whole length 
thereof, the whole to be executed, completed and finished ina 
good and workmanlike manner, and to be finished and ready 
for delivery to the county commissioners of this county, or 
their agent, specially appointed for that purpose, on or before 
the first day of August next. The contractor will be required 
to give bond with good and sufficient security, to be approved 
by the said commissioners, in the penal sum of two hundred 
dollars, conventioned for the compliance with this order, 
which bond shall be made payable to the county commis- 
sioners of this county and their successors in office, for the 
use of said county, and shall be left and deposited with the 
clerk of this court and by him carefully filed with the papers 
of said clerk’s office.” 

The contract was awarded to Berry Anderson for the sum 
of fifty-four dollars, and a bond, with Amos Anderson, 
Joseph Wells and Humphrey B. Jones, as sureties, was 
accepted and filed at the March term of the county court. 
At the September term, 1828, the building was received 
and the contract price paid. 

An order made at the June term, 1828, declaring Pinck- 
neyville the seat of justice, and requiring all process issued 
by the clerks of the couaty and circuit courts to be made 
returnable thither, was at the September term rescinded. 

The first term of the county commissioners’ court, held in 
the new court house in Pinckneyville, began on the second 
day of March, 1829, with William Johnson, John Pyle, Jr., 
and William H. Threlkel, commissioners ; and the first term 
of the circuit court held at the same place, commenced on 
the tenth day of April, 1829, Theophilus W. Smith, presid- 
ing as judge. In 1829, the court house was weather-boarded 
with four foot boards, neatly shaved, and a large stray pen 
was also erected on the same lot with the court house. The 
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pen was thirty-six feet square and six feet high. The work 
was done by Fergus M. Milligan, contractor, and the price 
of both jobs, $22 623. 

REMONSTRANCE AGAINST BUILDING SECOND COURT HOUSE. 

Be it known to the people of Illinois and the county of 
Perry, that the county commissioners’ court of said county, 
have agreed to build a brick court house, forty-three feet 
square and twenty-four feet high with a square or hiped 
roof, and a brick floor with two doors and twenty-four 
windows, and two chimneys with two fire-places each. We 
the undersigned, knowing the annual income of our 
county to be insufficient to perform such mighty work, 
without essential and everlasting injury, do hereby protest 
against said proceedings, and pray said court to recall said 
order until we are better able or approved of by a majority 
of said county, given under our hands, this third day of 
February, 1836. 

Names of signers: Frederick Williams, Lewis Wells, 
Paris A. Hickman, Michael J. Taylor, Jacob House, 
Thomas Wells, Obadiah West, Jonas Lype, Reuben Kelly, 
Jonathan McCollum, Hezekiah Balch, John King, John A. 
Crofford, John Lype, Cornelius Godwin, Samuel McEl¥ain, 
John Pyle, Sr., Joseph Williams, John R. Teague, Leonard 
Lype, Van M. Teague, Jeremiah Walker, Van S. Teague, 
Jacob Lipe, William Throop, Siprian Davis, Guilford H. 
Haggard, Solomon Woolsey, Robert M. Galloway, Lewis 
Wells, Sr., Thomas Wells, J. H. McElvain, Ehja Laine, 
Bennet Lain, Elisha L. Lane, Abner Pyle, Sr., Simpson 
Williams, W. Williams, Jordan Harris, Johnzy Orten, 
John Harris, Thomas Morris, Edgar M. Thompson, Abra- 
ham Morgan, Isaac Lee, Laban G. Jones, Abraham Lee, 
Edmund Lafferty, Edmond Callaway, Hiram Lafferty, 
Samuel T. Htherton, David Dial, Richard Williams, Wil- 
liam Dyal. 

SECOND COURT HOUSE. 

The second building erected for a Court House was a 
brick structure of two stories, situated about the centre of 
the present public square. 

It was forty-three feet square, with a door in the North, 
South and West sides of the lower story, two or three chim. 
neys, and open fire places above and below. The lower 
floor was of brick set on edge. Five windows of twenty-four 
lights each were placed in each of three sides of the upper 
room, and two in the other side corresponding to the num- 
ber of doors and windows below. 

The building was erected by Amos Anderson and com- 
pleted in the fall of 1837, nearly two years after the enter- 
prise was undertaken. One thousand seven hundred and 
sixty five dollars was the cost, and (owing doubtless to the 
stringency of money matters) the contractor was paid large- 
ly in notes taken by the County commissioners, for sale of 
lots in Pinckneyville. The present Bank building of Mur- 
phy, Wall & Co at Pinckneyville, was subsequently built 
of the brick of this Court House. 

In 1838 the court house was finished by Thomas L. Ross, 
carpenter and Andrew Hays plasterer, at an additional cost 
of eight hundred and forty dollars, and eighty-seven and one 
half cents. 





OFFICIAL BLUNDERING. 

In September, 1840, an order was made by the county 
court authorizing the sheriff to employ some mechanic to re- 
pair the doors and windows ofthe court house, so as to 
cause them to shut and bolt,so that they cannot be opened 
from without. 

On another occasion an order was made for the letting of 
a bridge contract “to the highest bidder.” 

In 1841 the appointment of assessor was given to the per- 
son offering to do the work in the shortest time. John Gil- 
liam took the office, agreeing to do the work in twenty-six 
days, that is for the amount of twenty six days’ wages. 

THE THIRD COURT-HOUSE. 

At the March Term, 1849, of the County Commissioners’ 
Court, Joel Rushing, Reuben Dye, and Isaac A Bradley, 
being the commissioners, William Edwards presented a pe- 
tition signed by five hundred and twenty voters, praying 
that a suitable court house be bui.t. In compliance with the 
request of the petitioners, the court, on the seventh day of 
March, 1849, appointed Humphrey B. Jones, Chester A. 
Keyes and Charles L. Starbuck commissioners to procure 
plans and report the same at a special term, to be held the 
following April. At the same time the clerk of the commis- 
sioners’ court was instructed to give notice for letting the 
contract for building the walls. The notice was to be pub- 
lished in the Sparta Register, Chester Reveille, and Belleville 
Advocate. The inside frame-work, roof, windows and doors 
were to constitute a separate contract, of which notice was to 
be given at the same time. On the ninth of April the court 
met in special session, received the report of the commit- 
tee, and, after making certain »mendments thereto, 
adopted the same. The new building was to be erected upon 
the public square, west of the old courthouse. The dimen- 
sions were to be forty-six by thirty-six feet. The founda- 
tion was to be of limestone two and one-half feet thick below 
the surface, and twenty inches in thickness above. It was to 
extend two feet and eight inches above the surface, and that 
portion to be bush-hammered, range stone-work, with water- 
tables. The remaining portion of the walls were to be brick, 
sixteen inches thick for the first story, and thirteen inches 
for the second, and twenty-five in height. The brick 
masonry was to be of the Tuscan order, as was also the cor- 
nice. The partitions in the first story were to be brick, and 
ten feet high. The wall was to have two coats of light-’ 
colored drab paint. The plastering to consist of two coats 
and white finish. The windows were to be supplied with 
twelve light sash, the glass to be twelve by sixteen inches, 
and also to have Venitian shutters. 

The terms of the contract required the completion of the 
building on or before the first day of September, 1851. 
Bonds of one thousand dollars each, bearing six per cent. in- 
terest, were to be issued to the contractor, reserving thirty 
per cent until the building was received. The contract was 
let to Daniel W. Norris, of St.Clair county, for seven thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, on the 10th day of April, 1849: 
The contractor filed his bond for twelve thousand dollars, 
with Christian Raysing, Isaac Griffin and John Reynolds as 
sureties, on June 5th, 1849. ‘The next day the ground was 
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staked off by the court, and the building ordered to stand with 
the cardinal points of the compass. Work commenced at once, 
and on the fifth day of December, 1849, the first bond for 
one thousand dollars was issued to the contractor, and the 
clerk was further ordered to issue five hundred dollars in 
six per cent. interest-bearing county orders of such denomi- 
nation as the builder should desire. A new county court, 
consisting of a county judge, Hosea H. Strait, and two asso- 
eiates, Edward A. Whipple and Robert H. Williams, hav- 
ing been elected under the new constitution, held a meeting 
on the 9th day of July, 1850. At this meeting Hosea H. 
Strait was appointed to go to Mt. Vernon and select a com- 
petent workman to inspect the building in course of con- 
struction. Edward H. Whipple was sent to Chester, and 
Robert H. Williams to Washington county on a similar 
errand. The workmen were procured, and, after an examina- 
tion, made the following report to the court, July 16, 1850: 
Pinckneyville, July 16th, 1850. 

We, the committee appointed by the honorable county 
court of Perry county to examine the rock and brick work 
of the court house now being erected in the town of Pinck- 
neyville, would beg leave to respectfully report, that they 
have diligently examined the workmanship of the same, also 
the materials, and believe the materials to be of a good and 
suitable quality, and the workmanship neatly and well exe- 
cuted, and in all respects complying with the contract be- 
tween Daniel W. Norris and the county of Perry, with the 
exception of one rock in the second course of cut stone to 
the right hand of the south front door, which we would 
recommend the contractor to remove and replace with a 


harder one. 
Jupson CLEMENT. 


H. D. Hiyaan. 
Marraew Forrest. 


These building experts were allowed for their services the 
following amounts: Judson Clement, twelve dollars; H. D. 
Hinman, nine dollars; and Matthew Forrest five dollars. 
On the strength of this report, Mr Norris was allowed one 
bond of one thousand dollars, and two of five hundred dol- 
lars each; and an additional allowance of ten dollars for 
extra work in cutting a scuttle-hole in the roof. The build- 
ing was completed and received by the county court on the 
third day of December, 1850, and the balance paid in four 
bonds of one thousand dollars each. 


THE PRESENT COURT HOUSE. 

The rapid increase in the population of the county, and 
the increase of litigation, made more commodious quarters 
necessary. Much uneasiness was also felt for the security 
of the many valuable records which were under no protec- 
tion from fire, and but slight from the incursions of evily- 
disposed persons. Many valuable court papers mysteriously 
disappeared, and cases coming on for trial were continued 
on account of missing papers. To afford the requisite ac- 
commodations, supply a safer receptacle for the records and 
to prevent the tampering with valuable records, the county 
commissioners, John Baird, chairman, John Schneider and 
John W. Pyatt, at their meeting, October 9th, 1877, passed 





the following order: “Ordered, That there be submitted 
to the legal voters of this county, to be voted on at the ensu- 
ing November election, a proposition for the erection of an 
addition to the county court house, and to levy a tax there- 
fore in the years 187% and 1879, not exceeding five thousand 
dollars in each of said years. Such addition is to be of 
brick, two stories high, with fire-proof protection to the pub- 
lic records. The necessary funds to meet the expenses of 
such building to be borrowed in one or more loans, to be 
redeemed when said taxes shall be collected: The vote upon 
said proposition shall be “ For taxation for addition to court 
house;’’ and, “Against taxation for addition to court 
house.” And, if authorized, the board shall let a contract 
without delay, and shall have said work completed during 
next summer. ‘The proposition met with defeat at the polls, 
there being seven hundred and ninety-four votes for the pro- 
position, and nine hundred and sixty-one against it. In 
April, 1878, the people seeing the folly of their actions at 
the polls, sent numerous petitions to the county board, ask- 
ing for what they had just denied by their votes. By the 
ninth day of April, 1878, no less than one thousand and 
eighty-five names were presented to the commissioners asking 
that the proposed improvement be made. On the same day, 
the county commissioners ordered that John Chapman, of 
Du Quoin, be employed to prepare a plan and the specifica. 
tions for the improvement. The plans and specifications 
were presented to the county commissioners on the seven- 
teenth of the following May and adopted. The county clerk 
was ordered May 3, 1878, to give notice in the Du Quoin 
Tribune and Pinckneyville Independent, that bids would be 
received up to noon on June 8d, 1878, when the contract 
would be let to the lowest bidder. On the 5th day of June, 
1878, the contract was let to William G. Wilson, of Pinck- 
neyville for the sum of nine thousand seven hundred 
aud forty two dollars. He gave bond in the sum of nine- 
teen thousand four hundred and eighty-four dollars, with 
J. L. Murphy, Charles Guemalley, Henry Driemeyer, 
Charles A. Hoffman, Jacob M. Kunz, Fred Behrends, 
Joseph Bischof, Fred Mueller, William Klotz, A. K. 
Kalbfleisch, William H. Smith, Evan B. Rushing, R. N. 
Davis, Philip Gruner, G. R. Hincke and Joel M. Sul- 
livan as security. The building was to be completed by 
the twenty-fifth day of October, 1878. The bond was 
approved July 9, and an order made to advance the 
contractor two thousand dollars. The house of Lewis Yung 
was rented for the use of the county officials, while the work 
of remodelling was in progress, On the twelfth of October 
of the same year, two thousand dollars was paid on the con- 
tract with a further order to pay two thousand more when 
the roof was completed. Work was at once commenced, the 
walls of the old building razed to the top of the windows of 
the first story, and the whole interior removed. A wing 
was added to the east side of the old building and carried up 
two stories high. The wing is forty-five feet fronting south 
by a depth of thirty-six feet, making the building present a 
front of eighty-one feet. The building isa handsome brick 
with stone facings window-sills and caps. It is well ven- 
tilated and lighted by large windows, which are furnished 
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with blinds upon the inside. Two halls run through the 
building from north to south. On the first story of the old 
building are four handsome and commodious offices, On 
the same floor in the wing are the offices of the county and 
the circuit clerk, both supplied with large fire-proof vaults, 
with burglar-proof combination locks upon the doors. The 
vaults ere conveniently fitted with racks for the records and 
pigeon holes in which to file the numerous papers. The 
second floor of the main building contains the court room, 
with handsome bar and comfortable seats for the audience. 
To the right of the judge's desk, a handsome and life-like oil 
painting, nearly life-size, of the late Judge Sidney Breese, 
looks down upon the auditorium. The portrait was painted 
by E. C. H. Willoughby, and purchased by the bar, since 
Judge Breese’s demise. The second story of the wings 
contains two large rooms for the use of the grand jury, and 
the petit jury, with witness rooms adjoining each. The 
grounds are yearly becoming more attractive, containing 
many handsome shade trees. On the 22d day of January, 
1879. John Chapman and William G. Wilsor were appointed 
agents to purchase furniture and the necessary supplies for 
the new court house. They were to receive two dollars and 
fifty cents per day for their services. John Chapman, on 
the 10th of April, 1879, made his report and presented a bill 
for two hundred and ninety dollars, the total cost of furni- 
ture for the building. At the same meeting John Schneider 
was instructed to purchase a chandelier for thirty dollars. 
John Baird, John W. Pyatt and John Schneider, county 
commissioners, received the building from the contractors 
on the thirtieth day of April, 1879; and ordered the balance 
of six hundred and forty-two dollars, due on the contract, 
paid The custody of the new building was placed in the 
hands of the clerks of the courts. A handsome iron fence 
now surrounds the entire square, the cost of which was one 
thousand five hundred and thirteen dollars and fifty cents. 
E. T. Barnum, of Detroit, was the contractor for the work, 
and John W. Pyatt, Thomas Stevenson and Lysias Heape 
were the commissioners at the time. 
FIRST JAIL. 

The first jail was built in 1833 and 1834, and stood upon 
the site of the present jail until torn down and removed to 
make room for the present one. It was of brick, with three 
inner walls of square timber, two of which were built up in 
the usual manner—logs notched together—and the middle 
wall of square timbers, set in perpendicularly. This jail 
consisted of two rooms one above the other. The dimen- 
sions were 14 by 16 feet inside. Two small grated windows 
in each room afforded a scant supply of light and ventilation. 

Amos Anderson was the contractor for this jail, the cost 
of which was $750. 


THE PRESENT JAIL. 

By a special act of the General Assembly the present 
county jail was built. 

On the twentieth day of September, 1866, the county 
court, then composed of William Elstun, county judge, and 
Ephraim T. Rees and James L. Primm, associates, the fol- 
lowing order was passed: 





“Ordered, that a tax, at the rate of two mills on the 
dollar, be levied on all the taxable property in the county of 
Perry, to be expended for the purpose of erecting a common 
jail in the town of Pinckneyville, under and by virtue of an 
act of the Legislature of the State of Illinois, approved 
February 15th, 1865, and published in Vol. IL, Private 
Laws of Illinois, 1865, page 542.” 

Nothing further was done until the tenth day of October, 
1870, when the court, Charles E. R. Winthrop, James L. 
Primm and James Ervin, ordered that a special tax of three 
mills be levied upon the taxable property of the county, under 
and by virtue of “ An act to amend an act to authorize the 
county court to issue bonds, approved February 16, 1865, 
and in force February 28, 1867. Private Laws of Illinois, 
1867, Vol. I., page 890.” 

Plans were at once solicited, and those submitted to the 
court by Samuel Hannaford, of Cincinnati, Ohio, were 
adopted by the county authorities, April 21, 1871. 

On the 26th of the same month notices were issued 
soliciting bids for the erection of the building, and all 
bids were to be presented by the 10th of the following May. 
The old jail was sold to Thomas Turner for $15. The con- 
tract was let to E, Haugh, of Indianapolis Ind., on the 10th 
of May, 1871. The contract price was $14,150, and the 
payments were to be made on the first day of each month. 
Ninety per cent. of the value of the materials and labor 
were payable at that time. 

The contractor gave bond in the sum of $15,000, on the 
18th of May, with B. F. Haugh, J. R. Haugh and Thomas 
H. Butler as sureties, and work was commenced. The brick 
work was sub-contracted to Norris & Hinckley. To pro- 
vide the means to pay for the work, James Ervin was ap- 
pointed financial agent for the county to borrow $11,000. 
Bonds were to be issued, payable in one and two years, and 
to bear interest at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum. 
James L. Primm was also appointed superintendent of the 
building on the same day, July 6th, 1871, at which time the 
contractor was also paid $1000. On the 18th of the same 
month the financial agent reported that he had effected a 
loan from the Belleville Savings Bank, and a bond for $5000, 
payable in one year, aud one for $6000, payable in two 
years, were issued to that institution. On the 16th of Au- 
gust of this year a tax levy of 40 cents on the $100 was 
levied for jail purposes. On the fourth day of December, 
1871, a furnace was purchased from Blanchard & Garrison, 
at a cost of $200. On the 15th of the same month a final 
settlement was made with the contractor and the building 
received. The only extra cost above the contract price was 
the additional allowance of $200 for extra plumbing, and 
$391.50 for extra masonry. In connection with the jail is a 
handsome two-story brick residence for the sheriff The 
jail is of brick, and best described by the Board of State 
Commissioners of Public Charities, in their report for 1878. 
It is as follows ; 

“The jail is in the rear of the sheriff’s residence, two 
blocks west of the court house; brick walls, not lined; 
boiler-iron floor; ceiling of lath and plaster; eight iron 
cells, with grated fronts, dotible row, back to back. These 
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cells are surrounded on four sides by an inner corridor for 
the use of the prisoners, and jailor’s corridor surrounds this 
again on four sides, next the outer walls. The two are 
separated by a cross-barred grating, which also extends over 
the inner corridor. making a perfect cage; the effect is very 
light and airy. Bar locks, with levers in jailor’s corridor. 
Hight large windows ; good natural ventilation; heated by 
furnace ; privy seat in corridor; force-pump; wooden tank 
in attic; bath tub and fixed basins. Large cell for female 
prisoners in upper story of sheriff's house; in good repair 
clean and roomy, and would be strong if a better quality of 
iron had been used in its construction.’ 


THE COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 

In 1865, a tract containing ninety acres of Jand was pur- 
chased at a cost of seventeen hundred dollars, for a poor 
farm. The farm lies one mile due south of the county seat. 
No attempt was made to utilize it for many years, the farm 
being rented to various persons in the meantime. The sup- 
port of the paupers, scattered all over the county as they 
were, became burdensome, and presented many opportuni- 
ties for exorbitant charges from all sides. John Baird, 
Charles Gaemalley, and Elihu Onstott, the board of County 
commissioners at the time, entered an order, on the twelfth 
day of October 1874, for a vote to be taken atthe ensuing 
November election, on the proposition to build an almshouse 
by levying a tax, in the years 1875 and 1876, not to exceed 
twenty-five hundred dollars each year. The vote was taken 
and the proposition receiving six hundred and fifty-five 
votes for, and there being but five hundred and sixty-two 
votes against it, a plan was prepared by John Chapman of 
Du Quoin, and adopted on the seventeenth day of March, 
1875. At the same time bids were ordered to be received 
up to noon of April 8th. At the last named date, the pro- 
posals ten in number were opened, and the contract for the 
erection of the building given to D. P. Delano and John M. 
Bayless for the sum of four thousand three hundred and 
thirty seven dollars and fifty-four cents. The payments for 
the work were one thousand dollars on the fifteenth of 
May, 1875 ; one thousand dollarswhen the brick work 
was completed, and the balance when the building was com- 
pleted, and received by the county commissioners. On the 
13th of April, 1875 the contractors filed a bond for five thou- 
sand dollars, dated April 9th, 1875, with H. R. Pomeroy, B, 
F. Pope, Sr., and P. N. Pope assureties The bond was ap- 
proved the same day. To provide for the payments, it was 
ordered that the following sums be borrowed from the fol- 
lowing named persons, at the several different times, and 
that the county elerk, W.S. D. Smith, issue nine per cent. 
interest bearing county orders, receive and pay out the mon- 
ey. The loans effected were as follows: 








a as 15, 1875 
G. R. Hincke & Bro., July 15, 1875 


Oct. 15, 1875. 
Total amount borrowed. ....-.....- 

Interest-bearing county orders, payable annually, were 
issued in compliance with the order. John Baird and Chas. 


Gaemalley were appointed superintendents of construetion 








by the commissioners. The work was rapidly pushed for- 
ward, and the first payment was made May Ist, 1875, one 
thousand dollars; the second, one thousand dollars, July 
15th, and the final payment of twenty-three hundred and 
thirtys-even dollars and fifty-four cents, together with eighty- 
seven dollars and fifty cents for extra work was made Oct. 
15th of the same year. The building was received by the 
commissioners on the ninth day of December, 1875. The 
building is a handsome two-story brick, with cellar under 
the kitchen. The main building is thirty by fifty feet. On 
the first floor there are six large rooms, with ten foot ceiling. 
Also a large hall thirty-nine by ten feet. On the second 
floor are two halls, thirty-nine by four feet, and sixteen by 
ten, and eight large bedrooms, with a ceiling nine feet, six 
inches. There is also a wing, twenty by thirty-six feet, with 
dining-room, kitchen and store-room, on the first floor; and 
a porch six feet wide along the wing. On the second floor 
there is a hall extending the full length of the building and 
six feet wide, and three chambers. 

The rooms are well lighted and ventilated by large win- 
dows. The building is a credit to the county, and a blessing 
to those, who have to seek shelter beneath its roof. It is 
doubtful whether there is a county in the whole state, that 
takes more care of its indigent poor than Perry. The aver- 
age number of inmates has been thirteen, annually. The 
county commissioners appoint a superintendent, annually, 
and the following named gentlemen have held the position: 
John M. Bayless, appointed, January 1st, 1876; Alexander 
A. Kimzey, January Ist, 1877; and William E. Gladson, 
January Ist, 1878, and has held the position to the present 
time. The physicians in charge since its commencement, 
have been Dr William L. McCandless for the year 1877 ; 
Dr. R. S. Peyton, for 1878; and Dr. William L. McCand- 
less since that time. There were twenty inmates, according 
to the state report of 1880, twelve of whom were children 
We append the closing remarks of the state visiting agent 
for 1878. “This is one of the best kept Almshouses in 
southern Illinois ; the county supplies everything required 
and pays the keeper three hundred and fifty dollars a year.” 

THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

The first fine assessed in this court was one of fifty cents 
taxed against Joel Crain and Afton Crawford for an affray 
for which they had been indicted. They were each fined at 
the April term, 1829, and John Pyle, jr., was fined twelve 
and one-half cents, on an indictment for an assault. 

At the April term, 1430, Joseph Brayshaw was admitted 
as a naturalized citizen, the first citizen admitted in Perry 
county. 

At the succeeding October term six persons of color, 
Soudon Parkes, Agga, Jeremiah, James, John and Simeon 
presented proofs of having served out their time, as slaves, 
and were granted certificates of Freedom. 

At the Sept-mber term 1832 Leonard Lipe and Lewis 
Wells, and at the May term 1833 Benjamin Johnson were 
certified as having been soldiers of the Revolutionary war 
and entitled to pension accordingly. 

The first sentence of imprisonment pronounced was at the 
October term 1834 imposed upon Augustine Davis who upon 
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a charge of Lare ny was ordered confined in the county 
jail for thirty days. Not until four years after, at the July 
special term of 1838, was confinement in the State Peniten- 
tiary adjudged necessary the county then having been in 
existence eleven years. At that term J. Bennet for stealing a 
horse was ordered to be sent to Alton, and to be confined at 
hard labor fourteen and one-half months, and in solitary 
confinement for two weeks. 

The first Divorce observed upon record was granted at 
the May term of 1839 upon the petition of Eliza Lakin 
against Adam Lakin. 


THE FIRST MURDER TRIAL. 

The first person tried in this county upon the charge of 
murder, was one William Corberly. The cause was brought 
on change of venue from St. Clair county, where the indict- 
ment had been found. The first order regarding this cause, 
appears on the record of April 30th, 1842, when James 
Shields, the prisoner’s attorney, appeared before judge 
Walter B. Scates, and made a movion that the cause be 
s'ricken from the docket for want of jurisdiction. The 
motion was sustained and an order in accordance therewith 
entered. His at'orney appears in court again with a peti- 
tion for a writ of habeas corpus, and upon a hearing on 
May 31 of the same year, the prisoner was ordered to be 
delivered to the sheriff of St. Clair county. The cause 
came up for trial in this court, on the fifteenth day of 
October, 1842. Wallis Allen was the attorney for the 
people, and John Dougherty appeared in defence of the 
prisoner. A jury composed of James Huggins, John Hug- 
gins, Euclid Logau, Peter W. Robinson, John Ayers, John 
M Campbell, John King, Daniel Gunn, Samuel S. Wilson, 
William Linton, William Hutchings and Samuel Brown, 
was secured. The same day the prisoner entered a plea of 
“not guilty,” the trial completed and the verdict of the 
jury rendered, finding the prisoner guilty and fixing his 
punishment at two months and three weeks in the peniten- 
tiary, with two weeks in solitary confinement. 

At the October term, 1856, a meeting of the members of 
the bar was held, Ben. Bond of Clinton county, chairman, 
and Wm. Stokes, secretary, at which Wm. H. Underwood, 
B. M. Cox, P. E. Hosmer, R. S. Bond and A. J. Dickinson 
were appointed a committee to present resolutions commem- 
orative of the death of H. B. Jones, a member of the bar, 
who had died. 

Of the murder trials, which have been had in this county, 
the death penalty was never adjudged by the jury, until 
November 8th, 1873. At the November term of the circuit 
court, John Feefee and George Williams, negroes, were put 
upon trial for the murder of a farmer named Mattison. 
They had been stealing his hogs, and were being followed 
by Mattison, when they riddled his body with bullets, and 
left him lying dead in the field. The cause came up for 
trial before judge Amos Watts, on the first day of November, 
and issue joined and plza of “not guilty,’’ entered. 

D. W. Fountain appeared, alone, for the people, while 
the prisoners were defended by Gen. Jones, E. H. Lemen, 
Lewis Hammack and M. C. Edwards. The following jury 
was obtained after several days’ effort: Samuel J. Brown, 





| William G. Brown, Julius Schlegel, Jesse Green, James M. 


Wheatley, James Smith, Absalom Adkins, Jonathan M. 
Rice, Daniel Benson, James Horner, Isaac Lipe and 
Ephraim Pyle. On the morning of the 8th of November, 
the jury rendered a verdict of guilty, and fixed the punish- 
ment at death by hanging. The criminals were sentenced 
to be hanged on the 28 h of November, 1873. The scaffold 
was built and every preparation made by sheriff, Leonard 
T. Ross, to carry into effect. the sentence, when governor 
Beveridge commuted the sentence to imprisonment for life. 


TRIAL AND EXECUTION OF VAUGHN. 

The history of this crime is best told in the language of 
the Globe-Democrat, of June 17th, 1882: “James Vaughn 
was a tall, good-looking fellow. He worked in the coal 
mines the best part of his life, and so was not tanned and 
browned like the general run of country laborers. He wore 
quite a swell mustache, parted his hair neatly, and when 
dressed for the grave in a suit of broadcloth he looked like 
anything but a murderer. In June, 1881, there was a 
meeting of Democrats held in the town of Tamaroa, IIl., 
nine miles northeast of Pinckneyville. It was here that 
Vaughn lived at this time, together with his father and 
mother and their children. Ben Vaughn was the favorite 
brother of James, and Ben liked fun as well as any man. 
Ben, although a Republican, went to the Democratic meet- 
ing, and when one of the speakers was soaring to the top 
cloud, Ben spoiled the effect by shouting ‘Hurrah for Gar- 
field. This breach of the peace riled William Watts, the 
city marshal of Tamaroa. He pulled his revolver and 
pointing it at Ben he frightened the latter so that he took 
to his heels, with Watts after him, still holding the revolver 
and flourishing it as though he intended killing the fugitive. 
The latter ran clear to his father’s home and entered the 
house just as Watts was catching up with him. James 
Vaughn heard of the escapade of his brother and of the 
chase, and the more he thought of it the madder he got. 
‘If Watts ever tries to arrest or fool with me as he did with 
Ben,’ said Vaughn, ‘I'll kill him just as sure as there’s a 
God in Heaven.’ On August 4th, just two months after the 
occurrence noted, James Vaughn, filled up with whiskey, 
took a walk about the public streets of Tamaroa. He 
talked loudly, said he did not care much for anybody, and 
less for Watts, and as he talked the latter appeared and 
told him he was disturbing the peace, and that he would 
arrest him if he did not shut up. Vaughn turned his nose 
up at the marshal and told him he could not arrest him 
unless he was armed with a warrant. ‘This statement 
appears to have irritated Watts, for he seized hold of his 
man and said he would have to come along. Vaughn 
jerked away from Watts, and this made the latter very angry. 
He raised his cane, and struck Vaughn over the head with 
it. Vaughn seized the cane and raised his right hand, 
which contained a pocket-knife with the big blade open. 
Vaughn aimed for a vital spot, and his aim was true, the 
knife severing the subclavian artery. Watts fell to the 
ground, saying, ‘I’m a dead man,’ but before giving up 
life, and while in the very throes of death, he drew his 
revolver and aimed at Vaughn, who, noticing the marshal’s 
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move, beat a hasty retreat. The dying man aimed at the 
fugitive, but the cartridge failed to explode. A second 
time he fired. This time the weapon responded, and a 
bullet pierced Vaughn’s left leg, inflicting a slight flesh 
wound. The next moment Watts toppled over and wag 
dead. Vaughn was seized by bystanders, and before them 
he said: ‘Ob, I’m a man of my word. I told you I'd kill 
that man if he ever tried to arrest me, and I’ve kept my 
word.’” 

An indictment for murder soon followed his arrest, and 
on the first day of May, 1882, James Vaughn was arraigned 
before judge George W. Wall, on a charge of murder. He 
entered a plea of “not guilty.’ Mortimer C. Edwards, the 
county attorney, assisted by R. W. S. Wheatley, Esq., 
conducted the prosecution, and Messrs. R. M. Davis and 
E. H. Lemen, the defense. The first two days were spent 
in obtaining a jury, which was as follows: John W. Rush- 
ing, P. S. Wilks, George Kraft, Charles Seifert, William 
Stewart, W. H. Sterling, Christian Schwartz, Jacob Thomas, 
Chesterfield Harold, Hugh Devinney, James Knox and 
R. P. Burbank. The cause was given to the jury on the 
evening of May 3d, and at fifteen minutes past twelve the 
next morning, they rendered their verdict of guilty and 
affixed the death penalty. The usual motions were made 
in the case, but all were overruled, and on the 13th day of 
May, judge Wall passed the sentence of death, selecting the 
16th day of June, 1882, as the date for the execution, the 
first and only one in the county. The case was then taken 
to the Supreme Court, who affirmed the decision of the jury 
in the lower court. 

Sheriff, Thomas Penwarden, had named 12.15 Pp. u., as 
the hour for the execution, and at that time twenty-five 
persons were admitted to the body of the jail. This included 
the sheriff’s guard, the spiritual adviser of the condemned 
and the reporters. The scaffold was in one corner of the 
jail. To reach it the tops of the cells had to be scaled, and 
reaching this point was made easy by a temporary wooden 
stairway. The little crowd gathered on the top of the cells 
and awaited the coming of the condemned. At 12.20 
Vaughn was taken out of his cell and led to the scaffold by 
the sheriff. The minister walked by his side and stood by 
him upon the trap. After prayer the death warrant was 
read, and then the sheriff asked Vaughn if he had anything 


tosay. He answered. “I have got nothing at all to say,” 
whereupon the clergyman said that Vaughn had asked him 
to speak for him. He said that Vaughn was very sorry 
that he had killed Watts, but confident and hopeful that 
Christ would pardon him for all the sins committed in this 
life. He repented for the crime, and had faith that God 
had a pardon waiting for him in Heaven. After this last 
statement the sheriff put on the black cap and adjusted the 
rope. Then the minister and the sheriff stepped off the 
trap, shaking hands at the same time with Vaughn and 
bidding him good-by. Deputy sheriff Lemen raised the axe 
and severed the rope that held the trap up. The door fell 
with a crash and Vaughn was sent flying into the unknown 
world. There was a twitch of the ropes and then all was 
over. The fall was nearly six feet and had broken his neck. 
Thirty-five minutes after the drop life was pronounced 
extinct by the attending physicians. Vaughn was a Ten- 
nesseean by birth, hailing from McNair county, that state. 
He was thirty three years of age at the time of his death. 
STATISTICS. 
The growth of the county in wealth can in no way be so clearly shown as by 


giving the assessment rolls at different periods. We select two, which are here 
appended, ¥! 





: those of 1860 and 1882. 


Assessment of Perry County in 1860. 
SHOWING TOTALS. 
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11345 
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6271 
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ocks, Joiut § 4,090 

ated Property 78,614 

Aggregate $603,015 

Dedueti 26,864 

Total value of taxable personal proper $576,151 
Lanc + $1,014,846 
169,917 

Total value of lands and town lots... wee $1,185,763 

Total value of real and personal property. $1,760,914 

vax: 

State Tax, 47 cents on $100... $8,276 29 

“hool Tax, 20 cents on $100,, 3,521 83 

on forfeited property redeemed. 39 53 








g due from former year: 








7,043 65 

nd Interest due from former y 167 55 

Speci.l County Tax 6,155 32 
Total Tax levied... $25,932 19 





Acres in enltivation—Whea Corn, 17,157; Other field produets, 2,409- 





Assessment of Real Estate, Personal Property, and Principal Articles of Perry County, Mlinois, for the year 1882. 
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Assessment of Real Estate, Personal Property, Principal Articles of Perry County, Dlinols, for the year 1882. 














































































inum-| A¥er | Assess- ] ] 
Personal Property. Num-| age | ment | um. | Aver: 
Value. | Value. Real Estate—Lands. | ber of *8e-¥al- Assessed 
Horses $101,555 | Acres, | Ue Per Value. 
Neat Cattle 43,209 | Acre. 
Mules and Asses.. 33,960 . \ 
Sheep. 2,829 | 
Hog: ° 6,460 Improved Lands... 117,769 | $9 50 | $1,112,954 
Steam Engines and Boilers. 7105 | Unimproved Lands......... 2") 1esjos2 2 00 | "258,452 
F re or Burglar-Proof Safes. fap _ ‘800 | | 
Billiard, Pigeon-hole, Bagatelle or other similar tables 275 | Total Assessed Value of Lunds... $1,871,406 1,871,406 
Carriages and Wagons. i | 17 26,213 
patehes sade Ks.. . ne 3,394 
ewing any nitting 997 7,267 | — 
Piano Fortesscrwenne fat 31580 ; | Num. | 20°75! Assessed 
Melodeons and Organs... 98 Y3s10 Real Estate—Town and City Lots. | ber of 98°52" “Tne. 
Franchises... 10 Lots. | “Lot. : 
‘Total Assessed Value of Enumerated Property... on $238,527 -- | 
ount of Unenumerated Property. Improved Town and City Lots.. 1,081 | $187 12 $203,497 , 
a amen’ pA Unimproved Town and City Lot ov |” 16 00) ~ 17443 | 
Merenandise | 
‘aterial and } fa a vs n ity 2 Q 
Man'f ‘Tools, Implements ‘and Machinery Total Assessed Value of Town and City Lot: $220,940 220,940 
Agricultural Tools, Implements and Mach: E 
oneys of Banks, Bankers and Brokers, ete .. j | 
Moneys of others than Bankers, ete. % AVer- Accessed 
Credits of others than Bankers, ete. Railroad Property. age | "Valine. 
Bonds and Stocks. Value 
Property of Corporations not before enumerated... —_ wd 
Properly of Saloons and Eating House: | 
Household and Office Furniture. os Class C. Personal Property. $ 90 
Investments in R. E. and Improvements thereon Class D. Lands No. Acres’ 2 $20 00 “400 | 
Grain of all kinds . oe Class D. Lots No. of Lots 6. 3166 190 | 
All other personal property 
Total Value of Railroad Property Assessed in County... $680 | 680 
Total Assessed Value of Unenumerated Property. $190,497 | = 
Total Assessed Value of Personal Property... 429,025 Total Value of all Taxable Property Assessed in County. eee! $2,022,051, 





Agricultural Statistics of Perry County for the year 1882. 
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County Subscription to Railroads——In pursuance of peti- 
tions numerously signed, the county court on the 24th day 
of May, 1869, ordered an election to be held at the several 
voting places in the county on the 3d day of July, 1869, on 
the proposition to subscribe stock to railroads, viz; Belle- 
ville & Southern Illinois, $150,000; Chester & Tamaroa 
Coal and Railroad Company, $100,000; Cairo & St. Louis 
Railroad, $50,000. 

The election was held and resulted in the casting of a 
sufficient number of votes (twelve hundred and thirty being 
required) to authorize the first proposition. 

Upon the election of a new court and a renewal of peti- 
tion, a vote was on the 18th of January, 1870, ordered to 
be held on the 19th of February, to ascertain if a majority 
of the voters (nine hundred and eighty-four being now 
required as the minimum) would vote to authorize the sub- 
scription of $100,000 to the Chester & Tamaroa Coal and 
Railroad Company. 

The election was held and nine hundred and eighty-six 
votes were cast in favor of the proposition. 

By the terms of said votes the B. & S. I. road was to be 
completed from Belleville to Du Quoin by January 1st, 
1871. The terms were complied with (the first train passing 
through December 4th, 1870) and on the 5th day of Decem- 
ber, 1870, the bonds of the county were issued to the 
amount of $100,000, and that amount of stock taken, it 
having been ascertained that the statutory limit of county 
subscription to railroads was $100,000. 

These bonds bear date January Ist, 1871, with annual 
interest at seven per cent., redeemable at any time after five 
and =n twenty years from their date. 


606) a 53 Gl 80 a3) 4 











1100 





2000 


ial 3080, | 3609 ge 192, 765 lt 89 1175 
| | 


The C. & T. R. R. was by the terms of the vote to be 
entitled to $50000 of bonds upon the completion of the 
road from Tamaroa to Pinckneyville, and the remainder, 
$50,000, upon the completion of the road to Chester. This 
being done the first instalment of $40,000 was issued Novem- 
ber 10th, 1871, dated July Ist, 1871, with seven per cent. 
interest, payable semi-annually and the remaining $50,000 
were issued December 6th, 1871, and dated January Ist, 
1872, bearing same interest, and all payable after five and 
within twenty years of their date. 

Saline and Swamp Lands—By an act of the Legislature 
of 1831, one hundred and fifty dollars was appropriated 
from the avails of the saline land: for a road from Equality 
to Carmi; and the county commissioners, at their meeting of 
September 3, 1833, appointed Samuel Pyatt agent to collect 
and pay the same into the county treasury. The agent 
performed his work, and on the second day of the following 
December he made his report and was paid six dollars for 
his services. 

The State Auditor reported on the 10th of June, 1854, 
that the value of the swamp lands of the county was 
$1138..9. The county court appointed Charles E. R. Win- 
throp Drainage Commissioner on September 6th, 1858. The 
following day the county court appraised the lands. Perry 
county also received $2,322 76 from the national govern- 
ment as a portion of the sale of swamp lands. The lands 
were sold December 4th, 1854, and on the seventh of the’ 
following March the Drainage Commissioner reported that 
he hadin money and notes $4377.74, and the expenses were 
$126.30, leaving a balance of $4 251.44, which was ordered 
paid into the school fund and received by the School Com- 
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missioner. The lands were not all sold at that time, but 
frequent sales have since been made. 

An attempt was made to adopt a township organization 
at the November election, 1878, but met with defeat. The 
vote showed only three hundred and sixty-seven votes for, 
and eighteen hundred and forty-four votes against it. 

A list of the members of the General Assembly from 
Perry county since its organization, or the district in which 
the same is situated: 

SENATORS. 

Samuel Crawford, 1828-32; Conrad Will, 1828-823 
Thomas Mather, 1882-36; John D. Wood, 1835-42 3 
John Crain, 1842-46 ; Elias S. Dennis, 1846-48 ; Hawkin 
S. Osburn, 1848-52; John E. Detrich, 1852-56; E. C, 
Coffey, 1856-60; James M. Rodgers,* 1860-62; William A 
J Sparks, 1862-64; David K. Green, 1864-68 ; John P 
Van Dorston, 1868-72; Jediah F. Alexander, 1870-72; 
William K. Murphy, 1872-76 ; Ambrose Hoener, 1876-803 
Louis Ihorn, 1880-84. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

1828-80—Singleton H. Kimmel, Thomas Mather, Hy 
polite Menard. 

1830-82—John Atkins, Thomas J. V. Owens. 

1832-34—David Baldridge, Richard G. Murphy. 

1834-36—Richard G. Murphy, John Thompson. 

1836-42—Richard G. Murphy. 

1842-44—John D. Burklow. 

1844-46 —John Steele. 

1846-48—Hawkins S. Osburn. 

1848-50—Zenas H. Vernor. 

1850-52— Richard G. Murphy. 

1852-54— William M. Phillips. 

1854-56—P. E Hosmer. 

1856-58—Hawkins S. Osburn. 

1858-60—John D. Wood. 

1860-62—Orson Kellogg. 

1862-64—Stephen W. Miles, Edward Menard. 

1864-66—William K. Murphy, Austin James. 

1866-68—William K. Murphy, John Campbell. 

1868-70—Jobn M. McCutcheon, Thomas H. Burgess. 

1870-72—William R. Gass 

1872-74—John W. Pyatt, 
James. 

1874-76—Joseph W. Rickert, Samuel McKee, Jonatlian 
Chesnutwood. 

1876-78—Theophilns T. Fountain, John Boyd, Septimus 
P. Mace. 

1878-80—John T. McBride, John R. McFie, Philip C. C 
Provart. 

188)-82—Austin James, Isaac M. Kelly, William K.. 
Murphy. 


William Neville, Austin 


MASTERS IN CHANCERY. 

Andrew J. Dickinson received the first appointment to 
this office in 1845 and served until 1847; Charles L. Star- 
buck, 1847 to 1851; Lewis Hammack, 1851 to 1855; An- 


* James M. Rodgers died while in office, and William A. J. Sparks was 
lected to fill the vacancy. 





drew J. Dickinson, 1855 to 1857; William H. McKee, 
1857 to 1860; William K. Murphy, 1860 to 1869; Evan 
B. Rushing 1869 to 1873 ; Theophilus T. Fountain, 1873 
to 1875, and Evan B. Rushing from 1875 to the present 
time. 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

First and Subsequent Boards of County Commissioners.— 
John R. Hutchings, Elijah Wells, David H. Mead, 1827; 
William H. Threlkel, William Johnson, John Pyle, Jr., 
1828-29; William Johnson, Joseph Wells, Abner Keith, 
1830; Elijah Wells, Joseph Wells, Abner Keith, 1831; 
Daniel Dry, Samuel Pyatt, Benjamin Hammack, 1832-3; 


| Daniel Dry, Samuel Pyatt, William Edwards, 1834-5 ; 


William Edwards, Andrew Bourland, Samuel Pyatt, 1836 ; 
John Reid, Nathan G. Curlee, Jacob Short, 1837; George 
W. Ho'tchkiss, Enoch Eaton, Richard G. Davis, 1838; 
Enoch Eaton, Jonathan G. Clark, Richard G. Davis, 1840; 
Enoch Eaton, Jonathan G. Clark, Abner K. Pyle, 1841; 
Enoch Eaton, Abner K. Pyle, Isaac H. Bradley, 1842-3 ; 
Henry F. Hampleman, Enoch Eaton, Isaac Bradley, 1844— 
5; Joel Rushing, Isaac A. Bradley, Henry F. Hampleman, 
1846; Reuben Dye, Joel Rushing, Isaac H. Bradley, 1847-8. 

In 1849, and after the adoption of the constitution, the 
county judges performed the duties heretofore performed by 
the county commissioners. 

Probate Justices of the Peace-—Humphrey B. Jones, 1828 
to 1847; Levi Green, 1847; Humphrey B. Jones, 1849. 

County Judges.—Hosea H. Straight, Richard H. Wil- 
liams, Edward A. Whipple, Associates, 1849. Edward A. 
Whipple resigned, and Peter W. Wilks succeeded him in 
1851. Laban G. Jones, Jonathan G. Clark, John Pyle, 
Associates, 1853; John Baird, William Craig, Samuel Y. 
McCluer, Associates, 1856; Henry 8S. Hampleman, William 
Craig, Ephraim T. Rees, Associates, 1861; William Elston, 
Ephraim T. Rees, James L. Primm, Associates, 1865 ; 


| Charles E. R. Winthrop, James L. Primm, James Ervin, 


1869; William Elstun, 1873 to January 31st, 1881, when 
he resigned, and Sample G. Parks, the present incumbent, 
was appointed by Governor Cullom. 

Under the constitution of 1870, a board of three county 
commissioners were given control over county affairs, one 
member being elected annually after the organization of the 
first board, the term of office being three years. Under this 
regime the following were elected 

County Commissioners.—Elihu Onstott, Charles Guemal- 
ley, John Baird,* 1873; John Baird,* Elihu Onstott, 
Charles Guemailey, 1874; John W Pyatt, John Baird,* 
Elihu Onstott, 1875 ; John Schneider, John W. Pyatt, John 
Baird,* 1876 to 1879; Lysias Heape, John W. Pyatt,* John 
Baird, 1879; Thomas Stevenson, Lysias Heape* and John 
W. Pyatt, 1880 to 1882. 

Clerks of the County Court—Humphrey B. Jones was the 
first county clerk, being appointed by the county commis- 
sioners at their first meeting, June 4th, 1827. He served 
until August 10th, 1839, when he was succeeded by John 
D. Burklow, who resigned on the Slst of August, 1841. 
Joshua M. Rice was appointed by the county commissioners 


* Chairmen. 
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to fill the vacancy, and served until the 6th of September, 
1841. He was succeeded by Humphrey B. Jones, who had 
been elected at the preceding August election. Mr. Jones 
continued to fill the office until Charles L. Starbuck was 
elected on the 2d of August, 1857. Nathan T. Kelly was 
elected under the new constitution, and took the office in 
December, 1849. Since that time the office has been filled 
by John W. Pyatt, 1853 to 1861; David M. Hoge, 18613 
Leonard T. Russ, 1865; J Carroll Harris, 1869, and since 
1873 by Walter S D. Smith, the present efficient and courte- 
ous incumbent. 

Clerks of Cireuit Court—Humphrey B. Jones, appointed 
in 1827, and succeeded by Marmaduke S. Ferguson, he 
having been by Justice Semple appointed clerk of said 
court on the 19th day of April, 1843. 

Andrew J. Dickinson was appointed clerk by Justice 
Shields, December 12, 1843; Charles L. Starbuck was ap- 
pointed clerk by Judge Koerner, Sept. 28, 1847; Lewis 
Hammack, elected Sept. 4, 1848 ; Jes. M. Montague, elected 
1852 ; Evan B. Rushing, elected 1856 ; Jas.M. Brown, elected 
1864; Jas. M. Brown died August 10, 1867, an dCharles H. 
Roe was by Judge Crawford appointed to fill the vacancy 
until the ensuing election, when in November, 1867, he was 
elected to the position of clerk, which position he still 
occupies. 

SHERIFFS OF THE COUNTY, 

Wm. C. Murphy, sheriff from 1827 up to 1837, in which 
year Matthew Jones succeeded him, and retained his posi- 
tion until succeeded by John Steele who was elected August 
3, 1840; Abner K. Pyle, 1843; Laban G. Jones, 1844; 
David M. Hoge, commissioned, August 28, 1846; John W. 
Pyatt, elected in 1850; David M. Hoge, 1852; John D. 
Reese, 1854; David M. Hoge, 1856; Jas. J. Hoge, 1858 ; 
Albert A. Clymer, 1860; James F. Mason, 1862; Wm. G. 
Leslie, 1864; J. Carroll Harriss, 1866; Daniel W. Dry, 
1868; Samuel A. Beard, 1870; Samuel A, Beard died May 
4, 1872, and his term was partially completed by Geo. N. 
Taffe, coroner, who committed suicide before the term had 
expired; Leonard T. Ross, 1872; Leonard T. Ross, 1874; 
Edward M. Harris, 1876 ; Ralph G. Williams, 1878 ; and 
Thomas Penwarden, 1880. 


COUNTY TREASURERS. 

Daniel Dry was appointed by the county commissioners 
at their first meeting, June 4, 1827, and continued in office 
by them until 1829. The commissioners continued to elect 
the treasurers until 1839, when they were elected by vote of 
the people. The following named served by appointment: 
Richard G. Murphy, 1829; John R. Hutchings, 1830 to 
1832; Samuel Pyatt, 1832; David H. Mead, 1833 to 1836; 
Joshua M. Rice, 1836 to 1839. In 1839 George O. Hotch- 
kiss was elected; Lewis Staten, 1840; John D. Burklow, 
1841 to 1843; Luther Beal, 1843 to 1845; David M. Hoge, 
1845; Benjamin Hammack, 1846; James M. Montague, 
1847 to 1850; John Moore, 1850; John McClure, 1852 to 
1855; Samuel King, 1855 to 1861; Johnson C. Harris, 1861 ; 
Leonard T. Ross, 1863; James C. Kimzey, 1865 to 1871; 


John Patterson, 1873 to 1879; Josiah W. Haines, 1879 and | 


the present incumbent. 





COUNTY SURVEYORS. 

Richard G. Davis was the first surveyor and received his 
appointment from the county commissioners, at their Sep- 
tember term, 1829, to hold his office until the next meeting 
of the General Assembly. He continued to hold this office 
until 1835, when he was succeeded by Abner Pyle, Jr., who 
had been elected by the people. Thomas H. Campbell was 
elected in 1839; Abner Pyle, Jr., 1842; Nathaniel B. Dill- 
horn, 1843; Nelson Holt. 1847; John R. Hutchings, 1848 ; 
Samuel Eaton, 1849; James M Montague, 1851; Isham E. 
Willis, 1855; Robert Steele, 1857; David L Benson, 1861; 
William H. Loveludy, 1863, and held the office until May 
24 1870, when he resigned and was succeeded by William 
Golightly, who served until 1871; John W. Tyler, 1871; J. 
J. Flack, 1875; William Collins, 1879, and died while in 
office, and was succeded, in 1881, by J. J. Flack, who now 


| holds the office. 


RECORDER. 

The following have filled the office of recorder, an office 
now coupled with that of circuit clerk; Humphrey B. Jones 
was elected in 1835; John D. Burklow in 1839; Sylvester 
Adams in 1842; William J. Weir in 1848, and Charles L. 
Starbuck in 1847. 

MINE INSPECTOR. 

Prior to Sept. 20th, 1877, the county surveyors were ex- 
officio inspector of mines, but the law changing and requiring 
the board of county commissioners to appoint a practical 
miner to that office, Thomas Penwarden was appointed Sept. 
20, 1877, and filled that office until Sept , 1580, when he was 
succeeded by Thomas Bailey, who now fills the office, and 
looks after the safety of his fellow workmen. 

CORONERS. 

Amos Anderson was elected May 7, 1827, at the first 
election held in the county, and was re-elected in 1828, serv- 
ing until 1831; David Baldridge, 1831; Matthew Jones, 
1832; David Baldridge, 1834; Aaron Lipe, 1836; Thomas 
Armstrong, 1838; John R. Hutchings, 1840, and continued 
in office until 1848; John L. Baldridge, 1848; John R. 
Hutchings, 1850; John Wheatley, 1852; Fleetwood B. 
Garner, elected in 1854; John Wheatley, elected in 1856, 
and continued in office until 1862; Robert Craig, 1862 and 
1864; Warren Wheatley, 1866; George U. Taffe, 1868 and 
1870; William G. Anderson, 1872; William G. Gordon, 
1874; Martin Smith, 1876; William G. Gordon, 1878, 
died November 11, 1879, when Joseph Ogborn was ap- 
pointed his successor, and re-elected to the office in 1880. 


SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS. 

The first to hold this office was David Baldridge, appointed 
by the commissioners’ court in 1831, and continued in office 
until 1845, having been elected by the people in 1841 and 
184,; he had been followed by Charles L. Starbuck in 
1845; William H. Turner in 1846; Nelson Holt in 1847; 
Marmaduke Ferguson in 1849; Samuel Eaton from 1850 
to 1854; Isham E. Willis, 1854 to 1857; Zebedee P. Curlee, 
1857 to 1861; Charles E. R. Winthrop in 1861, and Richard 
M. Davis in 1863. 


COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 
James W. Blair elected in 1865 for a term of four years; 
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Benajah G. Roots in 1869; John B. Ward in 1873, who now 
holds the office. 


COUNTY DIRECTORS FOR CHESTER & TAMAROA RAILROAD. 

Under the provisions of an Act 0“ the General Assembly, 
in force April 16 1869, T. M Sams and James Ritehie were 
commissioned as such cflicers, June 7, 1871. 


STATE AND COUNTY ATTORNEYS. 

David J. Baker pro tem. for first term of Court, August 
28, 1827; James Sample, pro tem., August term, 1828; 
Richard J. Hamilton, pro tem., April term, 1829; Henry 
Eddy, October term, 1829; Richard J. Hamilton, April 
term, 1830; Alexander F, Grant. pro tem., October term, 
1830; Walter B. Scates, pro tem., April term, 1831; Alex- 
ander I. Grant, pro tem., October term, 1831; Walter B. 
Scates, pro tem., April term, 1832; Alexander F. Grant, 
pro tem., October term, 1832; Walter B. Scates, pro tem, 
April term, 1833 ; Walter B. Scates, pro tem., October term 
1833, April term, 1834, and October term, 1834; John 
Dougherty made his first appearance May term, 1835; 
David J. Baker, October term, 1837; Samuel Marshall, 
July term, 183%; Wm. H. Stickney, May term, 1839; 
Wm. H. Underwood, April term, 1843; Philip B. Fouke, 
April term, 1847; P. P. Hamilton, October term, 1855; 
George Abbott was appointed states attorney, pro tem., at 
the May term, 1856; Monroe C. Crawford first appeared at 
the April term, 1857 ; George W. Wall, April term, 1665 ; 
Robert R. Townes, April term, 1869 ; R M. Davis, appointed 
by county court, July 16, 1872; D. W. Fountain, elected 
November, 1872; Richard M. Davis, November, 1876; and 
Mortimer C. Edwards, November, 1880. 

CIRCUIT JUDGES. 

Theophilus W. Smith, a justice of the supreme court, pre: 
sided over the August term, 1827, and the August term, 
1828 ; and was followed by Thomas C. Browne, justice of 
the supreme court who presided over the Perry county cir- 
cuit court from April, 1829, to October, 1834; Alexander 
F. Grant, judge, May term, 1835; Jepthath Hardin, judge, 
May term, 1836; Walter B. Scates, judge, up to including 
October term, 1841 ; James Semple, justice of supreme court, 
April term, 1843; James Shields, justice of supreme court, 
up to including Septemberterm, 1844; Gustavus P. Koerner, 
up to including October term, 1848; Wm. H Underwood, 
up to including May term, 1855; Sidney Breese, up to in- 
cluding October term, 1856; Wm K. Parrish, up to includ- 
ing April term, 1859; Alexander M. Jenkins, up to includ- 
ing September term, 1863; John H. Mulkey, including 
September term, 1865; Wm. H. Green, April term 1867 ; 
Monroe C. Crawford, November term, 1872; since which 
date Amos Watts has been presiding over said court, alter- 
nating with judges George W. Wall and William H. Snyder, 
since June 16, 1873. 








CHAPTER IX. 
BENCH AND BAR. 
RANDOLPH COUNTY. 








: (GR O follow in consecutive order 
SS the history of the Bench 
and Bar of Randolph, the 
oldest settled part of Illinois, 
is a pleasing and yet arduous 
undertaking. Twenty-four 
years had elapsed after the 
first settlement of Kaskaskia, 
before any form of civil 
government was attempted. 
Without such form, legal 
1 enactments were unknown 

outside of the church; and even after its introduction, the 
people were largely a law unto themselves, although dif- 
ferences were adjusted by the Commissary of Louisiana. 
D'Artaquette was the first appointment of the French gov- 
ernment to this position, in the year 1708. In 1712 a 
change was made, in that a wealthy merchant of Paris 
named Crozat was appointed as D’Artaquette’s successor, 
and became supreme judge over the actions of the people of 
the great valley. In 1717 he was succeeded by the “‘Com- 
pany of the West,” whose affairs were wildly administered 
fur two years by John Law, a Scotchman, whose ideas re- 
specting banking and adjustment of titles, gained for him 
an unsayory reputation. In 1719 the “ Royal Company of 
the Indies,” whatever such appellation might mean, obtained 
the power and located M. Boisbriant and De Ursins at Fort 
Chartres as their legal agents. Under this regime a series 
of articles bearing the faintest semblance of legal enact- 
ments were adopted in 1721. The first recognition of lex 
seripta proved a rallying point for the early settlers,—a little 
pebble of civilization dropped into the centre of the wild 
ocean of savage life, the circling ripple enlarged and enlisted 
the attention of all. In 1732 the charter of this company 
was surrendered to the French government, and M. D’Arta- 
quette was appointed governor of Illinois. La Buissoniére 
was appointed his successor and held sway until 1751, when 
he was succeeded by Chevalier McCarty. His successor, M. 
Ange de Belle Rive, was the last of the French governors, 
as in 1763 the country passed into the hands of the English. 
On the arrival of Captain Stirling of the Royal Highland- 
ers in 1765, Gov. Rive retired to St. Louis. Capt. Stirling 
died soon after his arrival, and was buried at Fort Chartres. 
He was succeeded by Major Frazier, and soon after by Col. 
Reed, who became notorious for his military’ oppressions, 
based largely upon what he considered breaches of law. His 
career was, however, short, as he was succeeded in 1768 by 
Col. Wilkins, who, by the authority of General Gage, then 
Commander of the British Army in America, established a 
court of justice. He appointed seven judges, who held 
court at Fort Chartres, commencing on the 6th of December, 
1768. This was the first court of common law jurisdiction 
ever held in the Mississippi valley. Prior, even under 





